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WELCOME to the Autumn Edition of the Mac-

leay Landcare Newsletter.  

If you have not already, now is the time to renew 

your Macleay Landcare Network membership. It is 

$5 annually, $15 for 3 years or just $50 to become a 

lifetime member! To do so, you can follow the link 

HERE. 

Over the past few months our Landcare Officers 

have been presenting workshops, delivering pro-

jects and attended a NSW-Wide Local Landcare 

Coordinator Initiative forum, held in Stockton 

Beach, Newcastle. This gave us a great opportunity 

to learn about how other Landcare Networks oper-

ate, and how to best support Landcare groups in 

Macleay (more on page 2).  
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Local Landcarer Profile: Rhonda Minko, Bellbrook 

We had recently been alerted to the growing problem of Tropical 

Soda Apple (TSA) by a local landholder and felt that we needed to be 

more informed. After attending an information day, hearing Kempsey 

Shire Council’s Greg Egan and Bill Larkin speak on the subject, Peter 

and I decided to offer ourselves as volunteers, our biggest concern at 

the time being the use of chemical close to our waterway. We want-

ed to eradicate TSA as chemical free as possible. 

Greg and Bill were very open to our offer to assist with monitoring the growth and removal of TSA and owing to our local position, 

we were able to provide a link between council and landholders. 

It was suggested to us that we join Landcare so that we could be covered by public liability insurance, this was, I am pleased to say, 

the beginning of our growing interest in the Landcare organisation.  

It was now time to get started! Greg gave us welding gloves, secateurs and the appropriate herbicide should we find we needed it. 

We donned our gumboots, packed our kayaks with old feed bags and set off with great enthusiasm.  

We started up at Dicks Point (under Burrigah Cutting) and worked the river on both sides in manageable strips, documenting the 

count (plants pulled and snakes seen) at the end of each day. 

Initially the tool we used was a hoe but we found this to be cumbersome in the kayaks and not really suited to the job. Peter de-

signed a special tool and, after a few goes, perfected something light and practical that worked on a variety of terrains. Six months 

later we had pulled, bagged and carted just over 3000 TSA plants.                                                                           

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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North Coast Local Land Services and 
North Coast Regional Landcare are 
pleased to announce that 11 local Land-
care organisations will be hosting 15 part
-time Local Landcare Coordinator posi-
tions. 

The NSW Government’s $15 million Lo-
cal Landcare Coordinator Initiative is 
providing a network of more than 60 lo-
cally-based coordinators who will work 
with 62 local organisations across the 
state to build capacity and connections 
within their communities.  

No new co-ordinators will be employed 
in the Macleay valley but rather the ex-
isting staff and office will be maintained. 
The Initiative will allow Macleay Land-
care Network Committee  to breathe a 
little easier however.  Since 2013 the of-
fice and Landcare staff have been sup-
ported by funds competitively sought from State and Federal grant 
applications. 

Bob Jarman, Chair of the North Coast Regional Landcare Network 
said this additional support is a significant achievement for not on-
ly the Landcare community, but the community at large. 

 “The North Coast has a well established, strong and resilient Land-
care networks who are embedded within the community. “These 
locally based coordinator positions will allow our Networks to re-
engage with Landcare groups and support volunteers, landholders 
and the wider community across the North Coast.” Bob said.  

The North Coast Landcare Partnership Agreement, signed by 
North Coast Local Land Services and North Coast Regional Land-
care in 2015 is ensuring that both organisations work collaborative-
ly to achieve outcomes for the north coast region.  

Royce Bennett, Manager Land Services for North Coast Local 
Land Services said, “North Coast Local Land Services supports a 
community-based delivery model by partnering with Landcare and 
other organisations across the region to support the community to 
undertake natural resource management and sustainable agriculture 
activities.  

“This initiative builds on the resources already committed at the 
local level and offers centralised support meaning volunteers will 
be able to focus their efforts on on-ground works. “The local coor-
dinators will work closely with North Coast Regional Landcare, 
the Landcare networks and the local community to build capacity 
and resilience. 

 “Throughout the North Coast region, local groups of volunteers 
are striving to continue and this support should help them deliver 
strategically-aligned programs, with the support and guidance they 
need. 

The 66 Local Landcare Coordinators at the Local Landcare Coordinator Initi-

ative Forum held in Stockton, NSW March 21st-23rd, 2016. 

Grassy Head Dune Care 

Local community members and visitors are 
welcome to join group activities at the Dune 
Care work bees. These are usually run on the 
first Sunday of alternate months starting in 
May. 

Last year over twenty people were involved in 
a range of weed control activities mainly fo-
cussed on the headland.  Bush Regenerators 
working in this area have been surprised by 
the quality of the native vegetation that they 
have seen. There has been some excellent 
regrowth of kangaroo grass following the low 
intensity grass fire last December. Weed spe-
cies have already been sprayed out and our 
first working bee will remove young cotton 
bush seedlings from this area. Latter working 
bees will focus around the new public beach 
entrance being constructed by council. This 
will involve a little bit of weed control and a 
fair bit of planting.  

Dates May 8th. July3rd. Sept.4th.and 
Nov.6th. Times 9-12 followed by a BBQ 
lunch and meeting at the headland track in 
the caravan park. All equipment is supplied 
and we work under the direction of profes-
sional bush regenerator John Delaney 

For further info please contact Chris Kaczan 
65690837, or the Landcare office 65622076 

New Local Landcare Coordinator  

Initiative 
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Bring Back the Fish-  World Fish Migration Day and Watt 

Creek Field Day 

Did you know that the 20th of May is the World Fish Migration day 

where on a global scale we reflect upon the amazing journeys that 

fish take to reproduce and feed? To mark the day the North coast 

Local Land Services will be running a field day to demonstrate a 

recent floodgate removal project on Watt Creek near Macksville. 

This collaborative project involved two private landholders, the 

support of Nambucca Shire Council,  Wetlandcare Australia and 

the NCLLS with funding supplied by the NSW Recreational Fishing 

Habitat Action Grant program. 

The field day provides you with a great opportunity to see how the 

removal of a channel spanning structure can open up a whole 

catchment to natural processes- importantly natural flow regimes 

and fish movement to fenced areas of mangroves and saltmarsh.  

Perhaps you may have a small floodgate or blocked causeway on 

your floodplain property and you’d like to know more about the 

benefits of removal and the steps involved in seeking support and 

funds. If so come along to this free event. 

When: Friday 20th May from 10:30am  

Where: Watt Creek Boat Ramp off the Pacific Highway near Flor-

ence Wilmot Drive, North Macksville 

RSVP: Max Osborne NCLLS 6563 6710 by 17th May 

52ha block of land for 

sale. 

Access to the block is 

via a 2km driveway with lockable gates at both the main entrance on the road 

and also at the internal entrance. 

The block comes with full building entitlements and a 10mtr easement for road 

and access to power. 

The block is close to pristine beaches and to the local beachside village 

(Crescent Head) for supplies and recreation. 

Vegetation and habitats on the block are suitable for Bio Banking (refer to re-

port). 

The block has two elevated areas; both suitable for dwellings, one with a fresh 

water dam nearby and is mostly cleared. 

The block is 3 kilometres from the coast and is very secure and private. 



Offers at or above 

$550,000.00  

Contact Steve Rowe  

on 0438 625 235  

LAND FOR SALE 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

At times one of us would walk the bank while the other towed the extra kayak as a barge. On the odd occasion we used chemi-

cal when the plant was so large that it was impossible to pull without breaking the root. The marvellous hook that Peter had 

created was in most cases able to tease up the root slowly without severing any large sections. 

At times the work was hazardous, but we kept in mind the Landcare guidelines which gave us the confidence to complete the 

task. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal: Eradicate TSA in local area (Bellbrook). Our priority is to physically remove TSA before resorting to chemical control in 

close proximity to the waterway. If necessary, preferred chemical treatment is cut-stump application. 

First investigate the site, tag and map infestation (location, density etc.). Based on this site information, we will first move to 

location/s where need for action is greatest e.g. gravel beds, Bellbrook to Null Creek before significant rise in river level. Areas 

of heavy concentration of ripe fruit. 

Total target area should be manageable, to enable follow-up and constant monitoring e.g. Dans Pt. to Nulla Ck. Start upstream 

and work down. 

Method: plant removal- remove whole plant, roots, all stages of fruit and leaf. All collected material bagged (compressed into 

feed bags) to be burned. Detection and removal of TSA to be water-based i.e. Kayak access from river and by foot concen-

trating on med/high flood-prone areas. Plan location and times for burning of collected TSA. Bag (bale) and remove for incin-

eration or storage until appropriate burn conditions. 

Monitor and follow up before expanding target area. Improve knowledge of TSA (where it is likely to take hold, regeneration, 

growth patterns etc.) Build our skills, such as 

collection methods, as we go. Note times 

when TSA is more visible against background 

vegetation, seasonal factors such as flood or 

low water levels. Evaluate outcomes and pro-

gress (record with photos, maintain a journal). 

Report to Macleay Landcare Network and 

Kempsey Shire Council in July. Communicate 

with landowners. 

Chemicals- Bill Larkin supplied Vigilant 

(picloram), instructions for use and MSDS. 

Member of our group were familiarised with 

safe storage, handling, preparation and use.  

If you are a Local Landcarer and have some 

interesting stories or observations about your 

site, please let us know to feature in the next 

newsletter! 

Rhonda and Peter’s Landcare site location 

Dans Point, Nulla Nulla Creek and Dicks Point 
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Adopting Land for Wildlife  

philosophies in your own backyard 

The Macleay Landcare Network have recently re-

ceived funding from the NSW Environmental Trust 

for a 10 year project which focuses on habitat con-

nectivity within the Great Eastern Ranges Initiative 

area. The Yarrahapinni  to Killiekrankie Bush Con-

nect Project (or Y2K, for short), aims to improve 

habitat value in areas identified as potential wild-

life corridors between Taylors Arm and Hickeys 

Creek. As part of this process, our Landcare Offic-

ers have been assessing properties within the pro-

ject area, and prioritising how best to enhance ex-

isting habitat, or revegetate cleared areas. 

When going through this process, there are many 

considerations to keep in mind. It can be difficult to 

know where to start in identifying what could po-

tentially be used as fauna habitat on your property.  

Do you have any trees with hollows? Research 

shows that 174 Native animals, including 40 threat-

ened animals in NSW are considered “hollow-

obligate” meaning that tree hollows are critical to a 

stage in their life-cycle (breeding, raising young, hi-

bernation). Large trees, hollow-bearing trees, dead 

stags, nest and roosts, tree stumps, loose bark, leaf 

litter, and termite mounds are all important to con-

sider when managing your land for wildlife. 

In the absence of hol-

low-bearing trees, 

dead stags and the 

like, we recommend 

installing nest boxes 

to supplement this 

habitat requirement. 

Want to buy one? 

Contact Les Oxen-

bridge at the Stuarts 

Point Men’s Shed on 

5626 5519. 

For more information on tree hollows see the flyer 

HERE. 

The value of wetlands, dams, creeks, rivers and 

other non-permanent bodies of water is especially 

important to consider for fauna such as frogs, fish 

and waterfowl. Many ephemeral water sources are 

sought after by frogs as  they can breed in them, 

tadpoles can metamorphose and then leave the wa-

ter in the absence of predatory fish or competition 

from other species of frog of fish. 

Exposed creek banks can be especially valuable for 

yabbies and bank-nesting birds such as the spotted 

pardalote pictured right. 

For more information on managing your property 

with Wildlife in mind your can ‘google’ these sub-

ject areas or go to these links: 

Nectar food trees HERE, Koala habitat HERE 

Bird-friendly farms HERE, MLN information on cre-

ating habitat for fauna HERE and the Community 

Environment Networks website HERE. 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/01f308_165b4568b3874f57a2d5a6015ae0abd2.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/01f308_8161742911534f81bbc77d039744a51e.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/01f308_ea24fe5ed3f04978bc2992b84997aa0b.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/01f308_3449523638a3403faa2a35c11072f8fe.pdf
http://www.macleaylandcare.org.au/#!create-fauna-habitat/czby
http://www.cen.org.au/projects/land-for-wildlife/helpfull-links-land-for-wildlife-238


 

Macleay Landcare Network: Issue 51 AUTUMN 2016 

Floodplains For the Future 
Lessons Learned from a four year project 

Thanks goes to the 11 floodplain landholders who partici-
pated in this long term project. Without their time and 
effort the project would not have achieved 10,000 seed-
lings planted over 10ha.  
 
We have learned so much more about successfully estab-
lishing native vegetation in an open floodplain environ-
ment. Please follow these 6 key steps for your next re-
vegetation project: 
 
1. Plan your revegetation to make maintenance easy 
Maintenance is THE key to success.  Plant in straight rows 
if it means you can mow or water your seedlings easily. Be 
prepared to care for your seedlings intensively for the first 
month if it is dry, after this stage check the site fairly regu-
larly. Set up an irrigation system early or be prepared to 
cart water to your seedlings. Don’t over spray grasses  
around seedlings as you might replace the grasses with 
aggressive weeds. You may need to bait for rabbits and 
hares. 

2. Plant the right species for your location 
Landcare has revegetation guides you can use for flood-
plain and riparian zones. At least 10% of your species 
should be pioneering species such as wattles or oaks. Plant 
ground cover, shrub layer and canopy species to create 
the best possible habitat for all creatures.  
 
3. Use healthy seedlings grown from a local seed source 
Seedlings should be vibrant and pliable. Pull the seedling a 
little out of its pot to check that it’s not root bound.  
 
4. Prepare your site well 
This might be using herbicide to spot spray where you 
plant individual seedlings or spraying out a are larger area 
for very dense revegetation. Alternatively you can mow on 
a very low setting and then plant. Deep ripping allows you 
to plant lower into the soil profile to access moisture. 
 
  

Robert Clarke, Upper Belmore River 

 
5. Planting your seedlings 
Plan to plant from  the wet part of Spring through 
to April when the soil is moist and follow up rain is 
predicted (you can only hope!) Soak seedlings in 
Seasol prior to planting and plant the seedling as 
deeply into the soil as possible. Create a ‘well’ in 
the soil and weed mat (if using). If using a tree 
planter such as a potti pukki then make sure the 
seedling goes in as deeply as possible.  
 

Identify your seedling with a bamboo stake    
painted at the end 

 
6. Tree guards for floodplain projects 
It was proven that seedlings properly protected by 
a plastic tree guard held open by three bamboo 
stakes performed better on the floodplain then 
those without. Using a weed mat adds extra pro-
tection. Guards protect seedlings from prevailing 

winds and help identify the seedling in deep grass-
es. Note that tree guards should not be used on 
river banks where fast floodwaters will wash them 
away to become pollution downstream. 
 

The Floodplains for the Future project 2013-16 was 
supported through funding from the Australian 
Government via the North Coast Local Land Ser-
vices.  

Chris Hallidays’ Gladstone Wetland Revegetation Site 
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Two New NSW Department of Primary  Industries Fisheries- Habitat Action Grants 

Plans are in place for works occurring at 4 properties along the Macleay River for the Department of Primary Industries 

funded Habitat Action Grant project “Macleay River Landholders Unite to Protect and Restore Fish Habitat”. A group of four 

riparian landholders on the Macleay River will rehabilitate fish 

habitat by implementing the recommendations of a 2014 DPI 

Fisheries Management Plan by controlling stock access, ad-

dressing bank erosion, and revegetating with standard and long

-stem tubestock seedlings.  The planting is set to take place in 

the Springtime.  

Work has begun at an additional Habitat Action Grant funded 

project: “Caring for Fish Habitat– Dungay Creek”. The project 

aims to improve fish habitat and protect stream banks from 

further erosion. Sharon from Landcare is pictured here with 

Peter Corlis from the soil conservation service, earthworks op-

erator David Thurgood and landholder Owen Clarke.  

Building Bird Habitat  
with Peter West 

Macleay Landcare was fortunate to have Peter West come and 

speak at our ‘Building Habitat’ Workshop held recently at Glad-

stone. 

Peter has a keen interest in birds, is a member of the Hastings 

Bird Watchers Group and is also a bush regenerator with his 

wife Sue Proust. They are keenly involved as volunteers in pro-

jects that protect and restore key bird habitat. 

Birdlife International has identified 14,000 Important Bird Biodi-

versity Areas (IBBAs) for rare and endangered bird species 

across the globe. And one of those areas is in our backyard– the 

Hastings-Macleay IBBA extends from the Camden Haven to the 

Stuarts Point area east of the Pacific Highway. 

This area is  extremely important habitat for the endangered 

Regent Honey Eater, Swift Parrot, Australian Bittern and Eastern 

Curlew below in that order.  

Bird trends indicate that populations of even common birds are 

declining. Habitat and connectivity loss is the main drivers for 

local and widespread extinction of birds. 

Bird watchers : Peter West and Alastair Smedley 

Bring Back the Birds: 

Plant natives: a diverse mix of ground cover, 

shrub and canopy species. 

Reduce ‘edge effect’ by planting in a square or 

triangle. Avoid long narrow plantings. 

If you have the space allow 30m for a wildlife 

corridor for birds. 

Link your corridor to an existing patch of re-

mant vegetation (the bigger the better). And 

avoid gaps more than 500m between patches. 
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Glyphosate Report 
Last year a report was released by the World Health Organisation’s International Agency for Re-
search on Cancer (IARC) which classified glyphosate as ‘probably carcinogenic to humans’. The 
role of IARC is to identify things that have the ability to cause cancer—they look at both sub-
stances and lifestyles. IARC also classify indoor emissions from burning wood and high tempera-
ture frying, some shift work, and consumption of red meat in the same category as glyphosate.  

When making an assessment of the risk of these substances or lifestyles they do not consider 
how this risk is managed in actual situations. They did not assess the risk of glyphosate causing 
cancer when used according to the label instructions in a registered chemical product. Following 
this initial assessment, the World Health Organisation’s pesticide specialists are doing a compre-
hensive risk reassessment of glyphosate and their findings will determine whether regulators, 
such as the Australian Pests and Veterinary Medicines authority (APVMA), decide to take any fur-
ther action in relation to glyphosate.  

This group of experts will look at scientific studies and data from all sources including un-
published scientific data, which will then be independently peer-reviewed during the assessment 
process. The APVMA is a member of this expert scientific group and results are expected to be 
published in mid 2016.  

APVMA action 

The APVMA takes all findings by international agencies very seriously and, as a member of the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) expert group on this matter, will be directly involved in as-
sessing consideration of all studies and data. 

The current assessment by the APVMA is that provided products containing glyphosate are used 
as per the label instructions, they are safe to use. 

No significant changes are expected to come out of the re-evaluation by the JMPR because cur-
rently studies and data do not suggest any substantial changes are required. 

Once the re-evaluation by JMPR is complete the APVMA will decide what regulatory action, if any, 
is required for glyphosate products registered for use in Australia. 

Attendance is free, however for catering and seating purposes, participants are requested to register by 5pm Friday, May 13, 
2016 by telephoning Kristy Forche-Baird, Economic Sustainability Officer, Kempsey Shire Council on 65663113 or  

kristy.fb@kempsey.nsw.gov.au 
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Biological control of Weeds 

A summary of a presentation by Royce Holtkamp (Retired DPI Biological Control Research Officer) 

65% of Australia’s weed species have come into the country for ornamental purposes. So  think twice 

about buying garden varieties or dumping garden clippings ‘over the fence’  

Anyone controlling aggressive weeds such as Giant Parramatta Grass (GPG) on their productive country 

know that it’s a time consuming and expensive process that involves handling dangerous chemicals and 

waiting for a withholding period to pass. In more remote areas or places less accessible on properties such 

as river banks and gullies, weed management is often absent because it poses an even greater challenge 

to land managers. On farms and in the natural environment, weeds pose a dual threat to productivity and 

ecosystem processes. 

At a global scale the spread of weeds into natural ecosystems makes them the 2nd greatest threat to 

biodiversity after land clearing. In NSW alone, the spread of 147 weed species have been identified as a 

Key Threatening Process to the viability of natural environment. 

Weed species have an exceptional competitive advantage in that they seed prolifically and colonise dis-

turbed areas rapidly. In some cases weeds can pose a long term management issue. In the case of Scotch 

Broom the seeds are viable for up to 80 years. Unfortunately, new weeds such as Tropical Soda Apple be-

come well established long before the public is aware of them and land managers can proactively re-

spond.  The take home message is to be vigilant and observant of new species that appear on your prop-

erty . Weeds that do well up north of the state and QLD are often new and emerging weeds on the NSW 

mid north coast. 

 In 2004 alone Australian land managers spent $4 billion on weed control (CRC for Weeds 2004) ‘It’s 

likely this figure has doubled since then.’ RH 

Biological control of pest plant and animal species is not new to Australia however the approach is signifi-

cantly more rigorous with thorough host specificity testing to avoid another ‘cane toad’ situation. Re-

search goes into identifying and testing insects, mites, pathogens that naturally attack the plant in it’s 

place of origin.  

The benefits of Biological Control using mites, insects or pathogens : 

 Specific to target weed 

 Non-toxic and environmentally friendly (no withholding period) 

 Self-perpetuating  

 Offers long term control at low cost 

 Effective and wide spread (goes beyond the property boundary) 

 Good where other methods are inappropriate or not effective 

 

It is important to remember that Biological Control will not eradicate 

the weed completely and it can take up to 10-20 years for substantial 

effects to be realised. 
Above: Cactoblastis Moth larvae destroying 
Prickly Pear– An example of an effective bio-

logical control solution. 
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Crofton Weed Rust Fungus 
Dr Louise Morin CSIRO Health and Biosecurity  

The CSIRO has a biological control for Crofton Weed and they are offering the land managers in NSW the 
opportunity to participate in a release program of the Rust fungus. 

Crofton weed is a perennial herbaceous Asteracea (like a daisy) that has green diamond shaped leaves 
and soft fluffy white flowers that release large amounts of seeds upon maturity. It prefers cool, shaded 
and moist areas like soaks and shady creek lines. It’s known to be poisonous to horses. 

The release of the rust is complimentary to two other biological controls- a moth and a leaf spot fungus 
(that typically attacks older,  mature leaves). The rust has been sourced from Mexico where it is a natural 
pathogen to Crofton Weed. 

The rust works by creating lesions on the young leaves and stem of the plant so that the plant does not 
flower. Due to its complex life cycle the rust cannot be isolated and so the rust is released into the envi-
ronment via infected plants. 

A preliminary release in the Illawarra region indicated that after only 12 months the rust had been spread 
15km by wind. 

If you are interested in participating in this CSIRO Community release program simple go HERE  
 
To assist with their research, CSIRO kindly requests 
that you monitor the release site after 4 weeks and 
again after 3 months of the release date. The infect-
ed plant simply needs to be watered and placed 
(NOT planted) in a shady place within a large patch of 
Crofton Weed.  The infected plants may be released 
at any time of the year in the north coast region. 

Dr Morin recommends that you choose an accessible 
and easy to find place for the release and where pos-
sible to take a photo at the time of the release (use 
your smart phone and find some kind of place mark-
er eg a large tree) and at the subsequent monitoring 
times. Simply ‘share’ these photos as an email 

attachment from your phone using the email address louise.morin@csiro.au. 

Father and daughter team, Sonja and 

Gerold Bosch provide a comprehen-

sive service in the district. 

http://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Farming-food/Invasive-pests/Biological-control-of-weeds/Managing-Crofton-Weed/Releasing-crofton-weed-rust-fungus
mailto:louise.morin@csiro.au
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Waterwatch Event (wrap-up) 

On Friday, 22nd April Macleay Landcare Network hosted Jane 

Smith and Sam Willis from the Community Environment Net-

work (CEN); a non-profit organisation who are based on the 

Central Coast. The “Community Monitoring of Local Water-

ways” workshop focused on the citizen science behind the 

NSW-wide Waterwatch program, emphasising the value of 

community members reporting scientific data and monitoring 

changes in their local waterways. They had a number of great 

examples of Waterwatch groups on the Central Coast who had 

identified water quality problems, notified the appropriate 

government agencies, and promptly resolved the issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We went through the practical component of taking water 

samples, measuring temperature, pH, electrical conductivity, 

turbidity, available phosphate and dissolved oxygen. Each of 

these measures can provide valuable information about water 

quality when observed for changes over a period of ideally one 

year to account for seasonal variability. 

Across NSW there are 3000 groups involved in Waterwatch, 

covering over 7000 sites and 200 catchment areas. The Water-

watch program is an excellent tool in monitoring changes in 

your local creek, river or estuary. The Macleay Landcare Net-

work has a Waterwatch monitoring kit available to borrow, 

and we would be more than happy to give you a run-down on 

how to use it, record your data, and register your site with 

CEN. 

 

Soil Health, Soil Biology, Soilborne  

Diseases and Sustainable  

Agriculture 

Book Now available  

Our capacity to 

maintain world food 

production depends 

heavily on the thin 

layer of soil covering 

the Earth's surface. 

The health of this 

soil determines 

whether crops can 

grow successfully, 

whether a farm 

business is profita-

ble and whether an 

enterprise is sus-

tainable in the long term. Farmers are generally 

aware of the physical and chemical factors that lim-

it the productivity of their soils but often do not rec-

ognise that soil microbes and the soil fauna play a 

major role in achieving healthy soils and healthy 

crops. 

Soil Health, Soil Biology, Soilborne Diseases 

and Sustainable Agriculture provides readily un-

derstandable information about the bacteria, fungi, 

nematodes and other soil organisms that not only 

harm food crops but also help them take up water 

and nutrients and protect them from root diseases. 

Complete with illustrations and practical case stud-

ies, it provides growers and their consultants with 

holistic solutions for building an active and diverse 

soil biological community capable of improving soil 

structure, enhancing plant nutrient uptake and 

suppressing root pests and pathogens. 

The book is written by scientists with many years' 

experience developing sustainable crop production 

practices in the grains, vegetable, sugarcane, graz-

ing and horticultural industries. 

Basic Biochar  
$1/ L  

available from:  

Neville Morrisey 
701 Spooners Ave-
nue, Collombatti, 
6566 8347. Sourced 
from Hardwood timber and kiln-made on site.  
Bring your own container or bag. Any day of the 
week ‘from daylight to dark’. Uses for fertlisier, 
soil conditioner. 
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MLN Committee 
Meetings 

Bi-MONTHLY every last 

Wednesday of the month. 

  Next Meeting: 25th May 

from 6pm at Macleay 

Landcare Office 19 Sea St,  

Kempsey Showground 

A reminder that members 
are invited to the Macleay 
Landcare Network’s Com-
mittee Meetings.  

Come along to find out 
more about this network 
and how we are working 
with the community.   

RSVP on 6562 2076. 

This is the newsletter of the Macleay Landcare Network covering the Lower Macleay Catchment                    

PO Box 3048, 19 Sea St  Kempsey Showground NSW 2440 

Tel: 02 65622076  Fax: 02 65622076 email: office.macleaylandcare@gmail.com.au 

web: www.macleaylandcare.org.au 

This newsletter is produced by 

the Landcare Officers and sup-

port staff of the Macleay Land-

care Network Inc. with assis-

tance received in funding from 

the North Coast Local Land Ser-

vices. 

Whilst Macleay Landcare Net-

work Inc. makes every effort to 

publish accurate and up to date 

information, the MLN and its 

employees do not accept  

responsibility for inaccuracies 

and or opinions that may be 

expressed in this newsletter.  

 

Welcome to the following new members: Steven Hughes, Kirsty Forche-Baird, Peter Minko, Rhonda 
Minko, David Hall, Toby Davies, Virginia Spring, Chia Bate, Bruce Brown, Karen Donaldson, Barry Lee, 
Gordon Mason, Troy Irwin, Shane Clarke, Peter Clarke, Andrew Davis, Jeffrey Duck, Tom Purcell & Pe-

terThurgood. 

MACLEAY LANDCARE– SUPPORTING NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT and SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE IN THE MACLEAY VALLEY 

Events Calendar  
Date and 

Time 
Location Event Theme 

18th May 

10:30am-

2pm 

Kempsey Shire 

Council Com-

mittee Room 

Unlocking Local Beef Dollars– 

Organic Beef Workshop 

20th May 

from 

10:30am  

Watt Creek Boat 
Ramp off the 
Pacific Highway 
near Florence 
Wilmot Drive, 

Bringing Back the Fish– Watt 

Creek 

4th June 

9am-3pm 
Johns River Hall 

Soil Health Workshop– David 

Hardwick. 65 864 465 or 

office@hastingslandcare.org.au 

11th, 12th, 

13th June 

10 Farms in the 
Hastings Region 

Farm Gate Tour $30 per car. 65 

864 465 or 

office@hastingslandcare.org.au 


