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MAJOR MYNA NEWS! 
The Indian Myna project has raced off to an enthusiastic start with many inquiries 
generated from articles in the press. 
The first step for anyone taking part in the Indian Myna project is to do some  
monitoring. Monitoring will give us an idea of what the Myna birds are doing in each 
area and give information on the best way we can manage them. Sometimes we can 
interrupt their breeding cycle by removing their food source (pet food or bird seed) or 
by removing any opportunity that they have to roost or nest in your yard. 
Once the monitoring sheets are returned to the Landcare Office we can then  
decide on the best way to treat the problem in each case. If trapping is required, you 
must be trained in trapping before we allocate you a trap. Remember if you trap you 
must be willing to humanely euthanize the birds by either cervical dislocation, gassing 
with CO2, or by taking them to one of the vet clinics who are working with us on this 
project. All trapping comes with responsibility. 
We are having a number of training workshops in the next few months. These  
workshops cover trapping techniques and more information about this birds  
behaviour and issues, and you will also be able to meet other people trying to do the 
same thing.  
Workshop dates for interested Landholders: 
South West Rocks: Tuesday 20th September CWA Hall 
SWR 10.00-12.00 
Crescent Head: Thursday  20th October Community 
Hall 10.00-12.00 
Macleay Landcare Members Only at the MLN 
AGM:  Saturday 22nd October  

Willawarrin: Tuesday 22nd November Community Hall 
10.00 – 12.00 
There will be a workshop in Kempsey early in 2012 
In the meantime……The Stuarts Point Myna Action Group has reconvened to dis-
cuss strategies for the upcoming breeding season –and hopes are high that they won’t 
see too much action, having put a dent in the population last year. However it is not 
far for the Mynas to fly from South West Rocks over to Stuarts point – and there a 
plenty of Mynas over in the Rocks! Roger Earle is the man to call for any assistance in 
or around the point. Ph 6569 0384. 
Hat Head is also patting itself on the back having rid the town of last years invaders 
see page 6. Marg Ryan is now on the look out for any scout birds being sent her way 
this season, and has decided to become pro-active in encouraging landholders at          
Kinchela to tackle known roosting sites. 
Stuarts Point and Kempsey Mens sheds are making 18 more traps for us to get out 
into the community – thanks guys. 
We are working on a new Indian Myna website in conjunction with the Mid North 
Coast Project which is running to the north of here. In the meantime you can access 
monitoring sheets and other information on the Macleay Landcare site. Any questions 
about the program please call Justine Elder at the Landcare office on 6562 2076—
Monday and Tuesdays only. 

UPCOMING EVENTS/DATES 

♦Spring into Spring– Stuarts Point Spring Fair  
September 26th 

♦Fish Habitat Action grants close  
September 28th 

♦Indian Myna Workshops ( this page) 

♦MLN Annual General Meeting  
Saturday 22nd 

 October  

♦Bowraville Farmers Markets–Bowraville  
Racecourse Support your local producers    

Sunday October 2nd  

♦National recycling week– November 7-12 

♦Hat Head Dune Care day October 18th  
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Myna Fact: All Common Indian Mynas, except 
females incubating eggs or young, sleep at night in  
communal roosts. Communal 
roosts of Common Indian 
Mynas are usually quite easy to 
find by looking for flying         
Mynas about half an hour  
before it gets dark. If you  
follow the line of flight you’ll 
soon get close enough to hear 
them. If there are a lot of birds 
in the roost you can hear them 
from several hundred metres 
away. 
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 FAUNA SPOTTING– JOIN IN  

Do you like birdwatching and photography? Macleay Landcare are looking to establish a Macleay Bird Watching Group 
for the Kempsey Region, as a sub group to the Indian Myna Project to assist with bird monitoring. The Mid North Coast is 
home to an amazing array of birds….and being able to appreciate them and protect them goes hand in hand. Call 6562 2076 

if you want to join ( all photos by Lyndel Wilson, taken in the Mid North Coast- Kempsey area.)  
Be the first to ID all 6 pictured ( HINT: 3 are threatened species) birds above and win a PRIZE– as part of Landcare Week 

MARIA RIVER FIELD TRIP BY NRCMA BOARD MEMBERS 

Hastings River Oyster Farmers Environmental Management System(EMS) and Maria 
River Wildlife Project 
 
Oysters The August Board meeting was held at Port Macquarie providing the opportunity to 
look in on the local oyster industry and learn more about the EMS process as well as other  
issues affecting the oyster industry. 
Following a short ferry trip across the Hastings, it was down Sandfly Alley to one of the oyster 
depots at Limeburner’s Creek. Discussion was led by Mark Bulley, oyster farmer who was able 
to answer questions such as length of the breeding cycle of the Sydney Rock oyster, the value of 
the local industry in sales of fresh oysters as well as seed oysters; a value of approximately two 
and a half million dollars. 
 
One of the highlights of the day was a trip by punt (with obligatory life-jackets),  which                 
provided a close-up of the leases and a description of not only how the industry operates,  
growing oysters to maturity as well as raising stock for other estuaries but also it’s hurdles; 
whether it be tied in with the state of the river at any point in time or the forces at work in the 
market or in the political arena. Board members were asking lots of questions about the way the 
industry operates as well as learning about the EMS (Environmental Management System) that 
provides a strong front for the industry and reinforces to the community the genuine intent of 
the growers to do the right thing in growing oysters in an environmentally friendly and              
sustainable way through the adoption of best practice technology and techniques. The EMS 
helps to identify risks and opportunities for the local industry and is an industry based initiative. 

The EMS is detailed and has captured the attention of the oyster industry up and down the coast for its long-term benefits to the industry, the 
environment and community. 
 
Wildlife The second part of the Board’s field trip was to hear about the Maria River  Wildlife Project visiting Graham and Nouvelle’s           
property on Maria River Road. The Butchers are one of 35 landholders along Maria River who have been involved in the project. The project 
began in July 2007 with $110,000 funded in the first year. Further successful grants have been provided through the NRCMA, Caring for Our 
Country: Community Coastcare as well as NSW Environmental Trust Program. 
 
Some of those attending were Bernard Whitehead from Salt Air Flora and Fauna, Natasha English  
developer of the Maria River Sub-catchment Plan, Lyndel Wilson from Macleay Landcare Network,  
Daintry Gerrand from Hastings Landcare, Council Staff and John Nagle from the Alstonville office of NRCMA 
who has had involvement in the project from its beginning, Nicole Strehling the Area  
Co-ordinator with NRCMA also attended. Those attending had the opportunity to hear about the number of feral 
cats that have been caught, the control of pigs, foxes and other feral animals which has allowed native animals  
including sugar gliders and ground-dwelling and breeding birds such as the Ground Parrot and Brolga to again 
populate the area. There has been a total of 81 hectares of habitat corridors improved through native plantings and 
weed control and some 132 nesting boxes targeting Squirrel  Gliders and Brush-tailed Phascogale. Since the project 
began there has also been the formation of the Maria River Landcare Group.  
 
The project has seen habitat restoration along with partnerships being established between landholders and          
government agencies, the Macleay Landcare Network, Koala Preservation Society and the local  
Councils. Stage 4 of the Project running from July 2010 to 31 May 2011 saw $30,000 being in-
jected as well as over $90,000 of In-kind support from partners and landholders. 
 
The Board’s August Field trip provided a positive engagement with the oyster growers to under-
stand their issues and to further discuss ways of providing assistance. Visiting the two locations 
provided plenty of variety and engagement as well as a better understanding of how money has 
been invested for beneficial outcomes. 
 
Article and pictures by Steve MacDonald– NRCMA Board member  
(and Macleay Landcare member)  
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LANDCARE SURVEY & WINNERS, LEARNERS AND DOERS 

 

 

In Kempsey, Macleay Landcare put on a show, to stir 
people’s interest for Landcare Week. We ran a range of 
events, supported local groups and our region even made 
some wins in the State Landcare Awards and were put on 
the map. We held 2 information stalls at the Kempsey 
Tree Fair and the Clyde St Mall, promoting Landcare, our 
projects and passion. We ran a Compost Tea workshop, 
which was well attended by farmers and gardeners inter-
ested in improving their soil productivity, and ran the 
documentary Food Inc to raise awareness of the food 
industry, and provide locals information to help them with consumer decisions and sustainability 
issues. We also supported National Parks to promote a range of local Dune Care activities. And while on the subject, as part of 
Landcare Week, Landcare Australia ran the State Landcare Awards in Parkes, and guess what, our very own South West Rocks Dune 
Care, winners in the regional category, won the NSW State Award in the CoastCare Category. 

A survey conducted by Landcare Australia to coincide with Landcare Week, September 5 to 11, shows a movement of people who 
are concerned for the future of our natural resources and need all of us to assist them to continue with their valuable work.  

The survey aimed to investigate the main issues facing the Landcare movement, and the needs of its volunteers, found that 98% of 
the 653 volunteers surveyed admitted to being concerned for the future of Australia’s natural resources. 83% also believe that the 
main aim of their groups’ activities is to protect the local environment for  future generations. 

When asked about the demographics 
within their groups, 51% of those sur-
veyed described the average age of the 
volunteers in their group to be over 50, 
while of the occupations represented, 
the most prevalent was that of retirees, 
which accounted for 68% of the              
responses. In fact when it came to the 
representation for younger people, a 
total of 22% fell into the under 40 year 
old age bracket, telling us that over 
three quarters of the volunteers  
working on community based Landcare projects in  
Australia are over 40 years of age. It seems that peoples’ busy lifestyles may be seen to be a key reason for the smaller number of 
younger people involved in environmental volunteerism at a local level. 67% of those surveyed believe that the main reason people 
don’t volunteer with their local group is a lack of time. 43% of respondents however, believe that in order for their group to remain 
active and maintain its membership, the greatest need is for new volunteers to join up, with 74% of those surveyed admitting to ac-
tively recruiting for new group members. 

Landcare Australia CEO, Heather Campbell, believes the survey shows the passion and dedication behind the Landcare movement. 
“The findings of this survey clearly show that there is a fantastic community of dedicated volunteers working across the 
country to help repair and protect our valuable natural resources,” she said. 

“It also reveals the needs of the movement to be able to recruit the next generation of Landcarers and continue with the 
invaluable work that groups are doing in all types of environments and regions across Australia,” she added. 

Landcare Week 2011 Ambassador, Catriona Rowntree, believes that Landcare plays a huge part in protecting our environment and 
bringing communities together. “From personal experience I know how important and valued the work of Landcare is to local com-
munities”, she commented. “I love that this survey reveals the passion and proactive spirit of people right across Australia, from the 
coast to country. Landcare offers us all a clear path to follow, to walk the talk and help protect our environment for future genera-
tions. It’s fun, it's communal, and best of all, you see instant and everlasting results,” she added. 

For Landcare Week 2011, Landcare Australia is encouraging 
people to donate themselves to Landcare and find a local 
group to get involved with. People can take part in a huge 
number of ways and give as much or as little time as they 
can. Landcare Week is a great time to start, and to find an 
event or a group near you, simply visit 
www.landcareonline.com.au. 

Kempsey Tree Fair 

Having a Cuppa over Landcare & Compost Tea Demo with Jeremy Bradley 

Left :Food Inc Movie night and Landcare Stall in the Mall 
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NEW PROJECTS AND FUNDING NEWS FOR THE  
MACLEAY! 

NEW PROJECTS 
Macleay Landcare Community Nursery and Jerseyville– Restoring the                     

Macleay These 2 projects are complimentary projects funded by a local Landcare           
Donation($10,000) and Caring for Our Country– Community Action Grant ($19,700). 

We have just received DA consent to install a small nursery facility at the Kempsey  
Family Centre, and in the next few months aim to have it up and running to produce 
local natives plants for restoration projects, including the Jerseyville  project, and for 
Junior Landcare school groups and some vegies for local Housing Families and the 

centre’s own gardens. Landcare members will be able to use the facilities to learn more 
about propagating their own plants for their properties. 

 
The Jerseyville– Restoring the Macleay project aims to revegetate public land,            

supported by Kempsey Shire Council, sections of the Macleay River between  
Jerseyville and Kinchela planting local native plants of Estuary, River,  and Lowland            
Rainforest ( endangered ecological community) species to protect the riverbank and 

increase fauna habitat and reinstate Lowland Rainforest ( EEC) vegetation , collected 
from local seed stock through suppliers Gone Native and Bolwarra Environmental 

Services. Seed is also being collected by the GreenCorps team, and the nursery will be 
used to propagate them on to contribute to the project. We will also be working with           

Kinchela School and providing some plants for their grounds. 
 Anyone who might want to volunteer to assist with the plantings will be invited 

along through the local newspapers. Look out for it in the new year. 

    

  

  

        

                                                 NEW FUNDING 
Macleay Landcare’s Sustainable Floodplain Farming ($15,000) in partnership 
with Kempsey Shire Council through NRCMA– to assist landholders to improve 
floodplain management, protect riverbanks and remnant vegetation, develop property 
plans and develop a Floodplain planting guide and run a workshop. 
 
Macleay Landcare will be running  the “Rainbow Reach and Jerseyville           
Estuary Protection Project” funded through the NRCMA Incentives Grants 
2011 ($66,800– 2 year project)  This project is based on an Estuary Reach Plan  de-
veloped by Big River Environmental Services for Macleay Landcare in 2010. The pro-
ject will assist landholders in the area to reduce stock access to the estuary, minimise 
weeds including the difficult saltmarsh loving weed Juncus acutus, minimise erosion, 
increase river vegetation and protect estuary and saltmarsh habitats.  
 
Macleay Landcare were successful with CFOC for “Lowland Rainforest           
Protection on Farms of the Macleay” a 2 year, $99,500 project assisting landholders 
to fence, replant, weed and re-establish Lowland Rainforest patches. Priority funding 
will go to those with larger remnants and properties between remnants. A “Figs on 
Farm Camphor Replacement Program” will also be included in this project. 

Hat Head Dune Care were also successful in receiving funds for their “Weed 
Warriors II” project through NRCMA Incentives Grants for $25,945. This          
project will assist the group to employ professionals to assist the fight against coastal 
weeds. 
 
Damon Telfer and Sharon Cunial were successful with funding “Stage 2 of 
Cooper Creek Restoration Project”($1800)  project through NRCMA             
Incentives Grants for their property at Grassy Head to reduce Lantana infestations 
and reinstate native vegetation through 
NRCMA grants. 

 

Upper Belmore Riparian  
Rehabilitation Project -
Kempsey Council 
Kempsey Council are working with            
landholders in the Upper Belmore River 
region to develop a strategy to: 

1) Remove existing weeds and control future 
weed establishment 

2) Improve the riparian landscape in terms of 
biodiversity, social, aesthetic and farmland 
values 

3) Ensure stabilisation of the riverbank 

4) Foster increased tidal flows and 
 improved water quality 

Ron Kemsley will be driving the project, and 
has already run a consultation meeting with 
landholders, and Macleay Landcare will be 
assisting with the project through the CMA 
Floodplain project, and potentially   
rejuvenating the Upper Belmore Landcare 
Group. 

Ron aims to develop a strategy first, then 
seek the resources to implement the plan. 
Aiming to reduce coral trees, privet and oth-
er weeds on the riverbanks and revegetating 
them with native plants with the support 
from Landholders. 

If you are interested in the project please 
contact Ron on 6566 3200. 

Above: Intended 
project area and  
Top: Cockspur 
Coral Tree– a 
noxious weed. 

Left: Remnant Lowland Rainforest on the Macleay Right :Juncus acutus– an estuary and saltmarsh weed, 
a real prickly issue near  the mouth of the Macleay 
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 NAME: Camphor Laurel–  
Cinnamonum camphorum 

Camphor Laurels are well suited to  
Subtropical and Tropical environments, 
have berries that are attractive to birds and 
are hardy against floods and hot 
climates. These plants have 
become a major weed along the 
coast, and are no exception to 
the Macleay Valley. 

One way to reduce the amount 
of Camphors in a staged way 
with minimal cost, and provide 
a replacement plant that  
supports local fauna, and re-
tains shade trees across pas-
tures, is to use native figs. 

Many native figs are 
‘stranglers’ in that they 
often are deposited into 
tree forks naturally by 
birds, and grow and take over 
the host plant. Eventually 
killing it. 

Figs that are suitable are the 
Strangler Fig (Ficus watkin-
siana), Deciduous Fig( 
F.superba), Moreton Bay Fig                      
( F.macrophylla) Rusty Fig ( F.rubiginosa), and Small Leafed Fig  ( 
F. obliqua) 

When planting your fig, plant it above the height of           
browsing animals, and in a nook/tree fork with some cow 
manure or additional soil (you can secure it with hession if 
required). You may need to trim some Camphor branches a 
little, to let extra light in to the fig.  You can also plant the fig 
in the ground, but will need to keep stock from pulling them 
up and nibbling them using fencing. The fig takes up to 15 

years to take over it’s 
host, but in the long 
term is a worthy  
investment. 

If you would like more 
information on other 
methods to treat Cam-
phors  
contact the office on 
6562 2076.  

WEED ALERT–   
CAMPHOR LAURELS            

NATIONAL  TREE DAY– THANKS 

 

SOUTH WEST ROCKS DUNE CARE  
STATE COASTCARE WINNERS INVITE 

YOU………. 
South West Rocks Dune Care have had another very busy year. 
 
This year we have completed a further 25 Ha of primary bitou control   
in Hat Head NP. We estimate that over the past 10 years we have   
managed to control major Bitou infestations over approx180 Ha of   
coastal land and undertaken "search and destroy" bitou control in a   
further 600Ha!  Our main area of activity this year has been in and   
around the littoral rainforest, to the south of Smoky Cape lighthouse.   
Our contractors and local volunteers have done a great job of   
controlling the massive infestations which invaded following the 2001   
fires. The regeneration of the rainforest species has been very   
rewarding. But of course there is always the follow-up! 
 
So we have planned for a 
volunteer bush regeneration 
week at Arakoon 
in  September to tackle 
some of this follow-up . 
The dates are from the   
Saturday the 17th to      
Saturday 24th September . 
This will allow the  visiting   
volunteers to join with the 
local group for a morning 
of  weeding on the 18th. 
 
In April this year we   
received the regional Landcare award under the  "Coast Care"   
category. Our group has was then nominated as a finalist in the State 
Landcare Awards, and won our category Winners of CoastCare for 
NSW!  
 
So thanks  to all of you who have given your time and energy over   
these past few years. It is the hard work put in by all our volunteers   
which has allowed us to achieve this level of success and recognition. 
 
If you are interested in joining us, or if you know of anyone who   
would be interested, please contact me and let me know.  
Accommodation as usual will be at Arakoon House. Hope some of you 
are able to join us for all or part of this week. 
 
If you haven't seen our website, created by Peter Krantz, one of   
volunteers, here is the link.  http://swrdc.com.au/WP/ 
The website also has links to some videos of our work done by John   
Illingsworth. Maybe have a look and see what we are up to. 

Thanks to Macleay Educational Community Of Schools(left). Greencorps, Kempsey 
Council and volunteers at East Kempsey(right) for tree day activities. 

Camphor Laurel with  
distinctive furrowed 
bark and shiny,  
camphor  
smelling, leaves. 

Top– Baby fig and medium sized fig 
growing on Camphor, 

Bottom– Large fig shading cattle 
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MACLEAY LANDCARE  

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING Saturday 22nd 

October 
Macleay Landcare Committee invite you to attend the 2011 
AGM at the Kempsey Family Centre and Gardens, for all 

members to attend. 

The AGM covers financials for the 2010-11 period, a review of 
the year, and allows for the voting in of Committee Members 

for the following year. 

Macleay Landcare plan to run a special training presentation 
on  INDIAN MYNAS  prior to the AGM proceedings, and  
provide a  BBQ lunch for the day. All  members will receive 

invitations, voting forms and relevant documents closer to the 
date via email or 

mail.  

 

IT’S A MYNA MIRACLE!! 
Back in Autumn some folks from Sydney arrived at Hat Head for their 
annual holiday.  One of their many memorable holidays over the past 
40 years.  They settled in to enjoy beautiful Hat Head with its pristine 
beaches, surrounded by lush national park, abundant native birds and 
wildlife - BUT WHAT IS THAT? 

“Indian Myna birds, surely not” they said “Hat Head has never had 
any feral birds in the past!”  Alas, there was a resident population of 5 
birds in the back yard of their holiday house.  Back in suburban  
Sydney over recent years they had watched the native bird population 
become decimated by the invasion of Indian Mynas and were loath to 
see it happen here in paradise.  For those of you who don’t know, 
Indian Myna birds are a highly invasive species, introduced into            
Australia in the 1860’s to control insects in market gardens. Since then 
they have multiplied and become one of the top 10 pest species in the 
world. 

Fortunately the Sydney siders soon discovered that Hat Head Dune 
Care had recently received 2 Myna traps on loan from Macleay  
Landcare.  Monitoring of the birds comings and goings followed be-
fore Jenny and Anne set up their traps. After unsuccessful free feeding 
with dog food and a little internet research, Jenny cleverly changed the 
bait to fresh cooked potato chips. BINGO! Seems the Mynas had            
developed an appetite for food from the nearby take away food outlet.  
By the end of the week the birds were in the bag (so to speak) they 
were no longer a threat to the diverse native birds & wildlife in the 
area. 

In total 5 Indian Mynas were trapped & destroyed and none have been 
seen in Hat Head since.  16 native birds were trapped & released            
unharmed.  Native birds such as noisy miners, pigeons, magpies & 
peewee’s were frequent visitors.  During the monitoring process 20 
species of native birds were seen in the area.  There are also                       
populations of possums in the nearby dunes which were at risk of  
losing their nesting hollows if the Myna birds were allowed to remain.   

Jenny said “we were very pleased to see such a variety of native birds, 
to have the Indian Mynas potentially destroy this wonderful array 
would be heart breaking. Lindsay and Anne and I are very pleased to 
be able to assist with this new problem to Hat Head but always want 
to be of assistance when we can for the area. As I am sure we have 
conveyed we are passionate about Hat Head. 

We think these folks from Sydney are “Myna” heros, don’t you?.   

If you see any Indian Myna birds in your area & would like to be             
involved in monitoring or trapping, please call the local Indian Myna 
Project Officer, Justine Elder on 6562 2076 or email                                
myna@macleaylandcare.org.au. 

Article by Marg Ryan– Hat Head Dune Care 

 
Left 2 of the Myna Heros, Lindsay & Jenny Hawkins, happy with their efforts. 
Right:  2 Myna birds in the trap while another looks on. 

STRATEGIC PLAN– MLN 
Macleay Landcare Committee and staff have been working on 
revising and updating the Strategic Plan. Planning and goal setting 
is an important part of  communicating  direction for the Net-
work. The MLN has the mission statement The Macleay Catchment 
will be a model of best practice in ecologically sustainable land management 
and the protection and enhancement of the natural environment.  

At the last committee meeting on Wednesday 31st August the 
committee sat down and discussed some of the overarching  
natural resource management issues for the Macleay area, which 
were as follows: 

1. Water health and riverbank protection 

2. Keeping stock out of rivers and off banks and reducing 
erosion 

3. Protecting biodiversity and connecting natural  
 landscapes ( including feral animal issues) 

4. Working with landholders to change attitudes towards 
environmental protection and sustainable production 

5. Reducing weeds in urban and rural areas 

6. Improving waste management issues 

7. Improved land management  

We also identified our key stakeholders, ranging from our Com-
munity Groups, to businesses, agencies, media and individuals. 
This is an important aspect of planning, knowing who you need 
to work with to develop relationships and where to build strength 
in sharing knowledge and experience. 

We will be meeting again on the 28th September to revisit the 
nitty gritty of the plan, how to achieve these results, what the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats are that we can 
envisage over the next 3 years for the region. A copy of the  
finalised plan will go up on the web site for members to review 
and comment. 
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New members – welcome 
At the recent meeting 31st August the following New members were welcomed to the Network: 

G.Bigg, C.Beattie and R.Fulcher 
Membership Renewals for 2012 will be accepted from November onwards. If you would like to apply for several year memberships in  
advance. 2012 Membership forms will be available on the Macleay Landcare web site soon! 

LOWLAND RAINFOREST–  
WHATS ALL THE FUSS ABOUT? 

Lowland Rainforest on Floodplain is a rainforest community 
which now occurs only as small remnants in scattered localities on 
the NSW north coast, with less than 1000ha in total thought to 
remain is an  
Endangered Ecological 
Community and  
protected under the 
Threatened Species  
Conservation Act. Larger 
stands of the community 
typically have a dense 
canopy, which blocks 
most light from reaching 
the ground, creating cool, 
moist conditions within. 
Lowland Rainforest on Floodplain supports a rich diversity of 
plants and animals. Typical tree species in the community include 
figs (Ficus macrophylla, F. obliqua and F. watkinsiana), palms 
(Archontophoenix cunninghamiana and Livistona australis),  
Native Elm ( Aphananthe phillipensis) Lilly Pillys such as Francis 
Water Gum ( Syziguim fancissii) and Brush Cherry (Syzygium australe). 
Animals present include fruit-eating rainforest pigeons, Noisy 

Pitta, Brush-turkey, pademelons, flying 
foxes, the Land Mullet skink and rain-
forest snails. 

Lowland Rainforest on Floodplain gen-
erally occupies riverine corridors and 
alluvial flats with rich, moist silts often 
in subcatchments dominated by basic 
volcanic substrates.  Major examples 
once occurred, and  remnants remain, 
on the floodplains of the Tweed, Rich-
mond, Clarence, Bellinger,  Macleay, 
Hastings, Manning, and Hunter Rivers.   

In the Macleay perhaps only around 3 HA remains as isolated 
remnant patches, and scattered trees that are underscrubbed or 
open to cattle grazing. Camphor Laurels, also berry bearing trees 
for pigeons, and other fruit eating fauna, and has infested much of 
the cleared floodplain through birds feeding on and spreading the 
seeds in favour for what would have been Lowland Rainforest. 

The main threats to this Endangered Ecological Community  
include : 
-Clearing and fragmentation of habitat for development and agri-
culture. 
-Invasion of community by introduced weeds, particularly exotic 
vines and lantana. 
-Degradation of habitat by fire. 
-Degradation of habitat by grazing stock. 
-Dumping of rubbish within rainforest remnants 

Lowland Rainforest Trees and Shrubs that you might find on the 
Macleay Floodplain include:  

 

Flame tree Brachychiton acerifolius 

Flintwood Scolopia braunii 

Foambark Jagera pseudorhus 
Gap Axe Arytera divaricata 

Giant water gum Syzygium francissi 
Green native  
cascarilla 

Croton verreauxii 

Grey Myrtle Backhousia myrtifolia 

Hardy Bolly Gum Beilshmiedia obtusifolia 
Jackwood Cryptocarya glaucescens 
Koda Ehretia acuminata 
Lacebark Brachychiton discolor 
Maidens Blush Sloanea australis 
Malletwood Rhodamnia argentea 
Mock Olive Notelaea longifolia 
Morton Bay Fig Ficus macrophylla 
Murrogun Cryptocarya microneura 
Muttonwood Myrsine variabilis 
Native Caper Capparis arborea 

Bangalow palm Archontophoenix  
cunninghamiana 

Black Apple Pouteria australe 

Black plum Diospyros australis 
Blackwood Acacia melanoxylon 
Blue Lilly Pilly Syzygium oleosum 

Bolly gum Litsea reticulata 
Brittlewood Claoxylon australe 
Broad leaf paper-
bark 

Meleleuca quinquinervia 

Brown Myrtle Choricarpia leptopetala 

Brush box Lophostemon confertus 
Brush Canthium Cyclophyllum  

Brush Cherry Syzigium australe 

Cabbage tree palm Livistona australis 
Celerywood Polyscias elegans 
Clerodendrum Clerodendrum tomento-

Coachwood Ceratopetalum apetalum 
Coffee bush Breynia oblongifolia 

Cudgerie Flinderersia schottiana 
Cunjevoi Alocasia macrorrhizos 

Deciduous Fig Ficus superba 

Orange Thorn Pittosproum             
multiflorum 

Plum pine Podocarpus elatus 
Port Jackson Fig Ficus rubiginosa 
Prickle paper-
bark 

Meleleuca                   
stypheloides 

Red Ash Alphitonia excelsa 
Red Cedar Toona ciliata 
Red Kamala Mallotus philippensis 
Red Olive PLum Eleodendron australe 

Red-fruited 
Olive-plum 

Elaeodendron        
australe 

Ribbon Wood Euroschinus falcata 
River lilly pilly Acmena smithii 
River quandong Eleocarpus obovatus 

Rose myrtle 
Archirhodomyrtus 
beckleri 

Rose-leaved  
Marara 

Akania paniculata 

Rosewood Dysoxylum            
fraserianum 

Rosewood Dysoxylum muelleri 
Sassafras Doryphora sassafras 
Scrub wilga Geijera latifolia 
Shiny brush 
apple 

Mishocarpus sun-
daicus 

Snow wood Pararchidendron 
pruinosum 

Socketwood Daphnandra spp. 
Southern Brown 
Bolly Gum 

Litsea australis 

Stinging tree Dendrocnide excelsa 

Strangler fig Ficus watkinsiana 
Water Gum Tristaniopsis laurina 
Whalebone Tree Streblus brunonianus 
White Bolly Neolitsea dealbata 

White Booyong Argyrodendron 
trifoliolatum 

White cedar Melia azederach 
White Kamala Mallotus discolor 
White                   Ripogonum album. 

Wild Quince Guoia semiglauca 
Yellow Aspen Sarcomelicope sim-

plicifolia 
Yellow Carabeen Sloanea woolsii 
Yellow Tulip  Drypetes deplanchii 

Native Peach Trema tomentosa 
Olivers sassafras Cinnamomum oliveri 

Native Crab  
Apple 

Schizomeria ovata 

Native holly Alchornea ilicifolia 

Pictured: Wompoo Fruit –Dove and 

Remnant Figs. 
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Tel: 02 65622076 Fax: 02 65622076 and email: cso@macleaylandcare.org.au 
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This newsletter is produced by the Community    
Support Staff of the Macleay Landcare Network Inc. 
with support for production and distribution from 
t h e  N o r t h e r n  R i v e r s  C a t c h m e n t  
Management  Authority through the Community 
Support Project for the Lower Macleay. 

Whilst Macleay Landcare Network Inc. makes every 
effort to publish accurate and up to date information, 
the MLN and its employees do not accept  
responsibility for inaccuracies and or opinions that 
may be expressed in this newsletter.  

 

MLN Committee Meetings 
MONTHLY every last Wednesday of the month .  

Last meeting: 

Wednesday 31st August  

Next Meetings: 

Wednesday 28th September  
Wednesday 26th October 

Wednesday 30th November 
6pm-7:30pm 

Macleay Landcare Network,  

1/80 Belgrave St,  Kempsey 

A reminder that ALL members are invited to the  
Macleay Landcare Network’s Committee  

Meetings. Come along to find out more about this  
network and how we are working with the community.  

Don ’ t forget to view the Newsletter in FULL colour online        www.macleaylandcare.org.au  

  
FISH HABITAT GRANTS 

Over half a million dollars is available in grants from the  
Recreational Fishing Trust for projects to restore, improve and 
rehabilitate fish habitat in rivers, creeks and estuaries of 
NSW.A smaller grant option is available for applications of up 
to $1,000, with up to $40,000 available for larger projects. 
 
      Angling clubs, individuals, community groups, local coun-
cils and organisations interested in rehabilitating fish habitats in 
freshwater and saltwater areas throughout NSW can apply for 
grants. 
Habitat rehabilitation projects which may be funded include: 
-removal or modification of barriers to fish passage 
-rehabilitation of riparian lands (river banks, wetlands, 
mangrove forests, saltmarsh) 
-re-snagging waterways with timber structure 
-removal of exotic vegetation from waterways 
-bank stabilisation works 
-reinstatement of natural flow regimes 

Contact DPI on 6626 1107 for application details.  
Closing date for submissions is Wednesday 28th  
September 


