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Welcome to our combined seasons edition of your local Landcare 

Newsletter.   Macleay Landcare Network is a not for profit, non gov-

ernment organisation. We are here to support individuals and com-

munity groups in their efforts towards  natural resource manage-

ment and sustainable agricultural practices in the lower Macleay Riv-

er valley.     Landcare Officers are here to support you. We are a busy 

network with many supporting partners and a large network of 

members.  We hope you enjoy the following articles and other infor-

mation that we have collated for our readers. There are many ways 

to help Landcare, we have a volunteer register and can keep mem-

bers and those interested in becoming members up to date with vol-

unteering opportunities within Landcare.   
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Find us at: 

www.macleaylandcare.org.au 

And Follow us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/pages/

Macleay-Landcare-

Network/310156315856031 
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Newsletter for the Macleay Catchment 

A message from the Chair 

All members the Macleay Landcare Network Committee Annual      

General Meeting (AGM) and Election for Committee Members is to 

be held at 6.30pm Sat 02 Sept , 2017.   

The  current Macleay Landcare Network Committee is as follows: 

Vanessa Standing– Chairperson;     

Angela Hand– Vice Chair;          

Chris Osborne– Treasurer;     

Chris Halliday– Secretary;                        

Sally Ayre-Smith – Committee member.      

Please make your vote count on how you would like your Macleay 

Landcare Network to run.    Should you be keen to be part of the     

future Macleay Landcare Network  we are always keen for new      

involvement on the Committee.  

Please send us your ideas and wish lists for making the MLN an 

even stronger organisation.  Macleay Landcare Network Team also 

wish all a positive and productive season  as we enter this  new fi-

nancial year. 
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An update from BELLBROOK  LANDCARE 

Bellbrook Landcare is busy in the Upper Macleay.  Our  focus is still on the control of the 

weed Tropical Soda Apple.  We have been assisting landholders on 2 properties along the 

river above Bellbrook.   This is ongoing work.  

Our Landcare block in the       

village  (once a carpark)  is   

doing  very well, helped along 

by all the preparation  work we 

did  in establishing  the site in 

the  beginning.  

 

 

       

 

After 2 1/2 years we are getting 

feedback from the local                

community  expressing  both 

their  enjoyment and             

appreciation  of our efforts.   

 

  

We are able to show  how an 

interesting  garden can be       

developed  using  local native 

plants  and provide examples of 

features  such as hedging , bird 

attraction, shade etc. 

 

 

 

          

 

Land care  includes village care 

and we believe that  a healthy 

environment  leads to a  healthy  

community and vice versa. 

   

 See        

  next     

 page  

   for   

 more  
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Bellbrook Landcare cont…. 

From Tropical Apple Soda 

control  on farms to Rubbish 

removal at  Temagog Park 
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Bellbrook Landcare cont... 

Weed  control :  Jacquie and Glen Ravenscroft spraying Lantana 

A huge thank you to Bellbrook Landcare  particularly Peter and 

Rhonda Minko and Jacquie and Glen Ravenscroft  for their great 

efforts in  Bellbrook and other areas within the Macleay . 
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BIODIVERSITY legislation  

The Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and the 

Local Land Services Amendment Act 2016 has just 

recently commenced as at 25 August 2017 

(Resulting in key changes to vegetation clearing) 

The relevant biodiversity legislation which are                    

impacted by this , are noted below: 

• National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

• Native Vegetation Act 2003 

• Nature Conservation Trust Act 2001 

• Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 

Please visit the NSW Government’s land management 

and biodiversity conservation reforms website for more 

information  

www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au  and refer to 

the document titled “ A New Framework for Land Man-

agement and Biodiversity Conservation”.   

The Office of Environment and Heritage, 

Local Land Services, The Biodiversity Conservation Trust 

and the Department of Planning and Environment are 

responsible for administering various components of the 

new legislation, 

It is advisable that when you are on the website as per 

above that you register your interest to receive regular 

updates and notifications of the up to date changes eg., 

updates to the Native Vegetation Regulatory map, the 

Biodiversity Conservation Investment Strategy and           

others .  
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NATIONAL TREE DAY  -  July  2017                                                                             

River Street Early Learning Centre  at Greenhill     

A fun  tree planting 

day to celebrate       

National Tree Day 

was held at the     

River Street Early 

Learning Centre  

Greenhill.    Macleay 

Landcare and 

Kempsey Council 

teamed up to visit 

and plant trees with 

various  partici-

pating schools with-

in  the shire on the 

day.    

Preparing the ground  …. With  serious dedica-

tion and with another onlooker keen to        

follow on          —->>>>>>             —->>>>>> 

,<—final tree protection and  job   finished !!       

A BIG THANKYOU to the RIVER  STREET EARLY 

LEARNING CENTRE for a FUN DAY.  AND to  

KEMPSEY SHIRE COUNCIL’s  and their dedicated 

efforts in promoting this event as well as         

supplying TREES AND MATERIALS on the day. 



 

 7 

                   Floodplains for the Future Bird Brochure LAUNCH Event                                     

Gladstone Hall and Boyters Lane  - Jerseyville—(Near South West Rocks) 

Recently Macleay Landcare was fortunate to have experienced and well respected birdwatcher  Peter 

West and author  of the Bird Watching guide to the Macleay Valley to launch the “A4 Self Drive 8 page” 

brochure  at Gladstone.  (Copies available at Macleay Landcare and Kempsey Shire Council—many thanks  

for KSC’s great  support on this project).  Peter was the author of this brochure ,  therefore was able to 

speak on his depth of knowledge on the subject as well as  hosting people attending the Birdwatching 

Field Day  event afterwards at Boyters Lane—Jerseyville (near Sth West Rocks).  This event generated a 

lot of interest with an attendance of  70 people . 

Thoroughly enjoyable day.  A big thank you to  Bellbrook Volunteers Peter and Rhonda Minko who 

worked tirelessly all day helping with set up / catering  and pack up at end of day.  Many thanks to the 

extra efforts of Marcus and Sally for helping  get all the extra heavy and large gear to and fro to  the 

workshop as well as fine efforts with media stories thereafter.   Landowners involved in the Floodplains 

for the Future project addied their input and knowledge of the corridor plantings and were congratulato-

ry for the success of the project over the years with high numbers of tree species growing well and en-

hanced  biodiversity within the region.   Several vegetation contractors have been used on this project 

since it’s inception in 2014 with CMA funding, and one of these contractors Sonja and Gerold  Bosch were 

at the event and spoke about various plantings over the project life in the Macleay.  A big thankyou to all 

the contractors who worked on this project and to Sonja for the  great work she and her team put into 

the final leg of the project  

Hastings Birdwatchers Group who Peter West is a member of are affiliated with Birdlife International who 

have  identified 14,000 Important Bird Biodiversity Areas (IBBAs) for rare and endangered bird species 

across the globe. And one of those areas is in our backyard – the Hastings-Macleay IBBA extends from the 

Camden Haven to the Stuarts Point area east of the Pacific Highway. 

This area is  extremely important habitat for the endangered Regent Honey Eater, Swift Parrot, Australa-

sian Bittern and  Eastern Curlew.  

Bird trends indicate that populations of even common birds are declining. Habitat and connectivity loss is 

the main drivers for local and widespread extinction of birds.  The plantings this project funded has en-

hanced the biodiversity of this area for well into the future  as well  as having created a diverse                

environment for species.   Thank you to all our partners for the great help we received  with this project. 

Some of the attendees at the “Bird Watching guide 

to the Macleay Valley Self Drive” Brochure Launch 

Stalls in the Gladstone Hall at the event 

Thank you to all who  attended and those 

involved in making it such a success.  
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In recognition of exceptional research achievements 
NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) invasive 
animals officer, Dr Paul Meek, was awarded a prestig-
ious Chancellor’s Doctoral Research Medal from the Uni-
versity of New England (UNE) in Oct 2016. 

 

DPI Deputy Director General for Biosecurity and food 
safety, Bruce Christie, said the international standing 
and impact of Dr Meek’s research work in the use of 
camera trapping technology earned the exceptional 
merit medal.   

 

“Camera traps have been adopted world-wide and Dr 
Meek’s research has delivered a world-first thorough 
assessment of their strengths and weaknesses,” Dr 
Christie said. 

 

“At the forefront of the field, his research identified sig-
nificant research issues through studies which showed 
camera traps are distinguishable to animals”. 

 

“Now we know that animals see, hear and respond to 
camera traps, researchers here and overseas an apply 
the findings to inform their analysis of camera trap     
data”.  

 

Dr Meek said some species such as rodents, are difficult 
to study using camera traps. 

 

Rodents are difficult to identify as many are small and 
similar looking, which means researchers can               
misidentify the animals. 

 

“We have used the result to develop innovations in 
computer assisted technology to process image data for 
identification, including the newly funded Wild Dog 
Alert project delivered through the Invasive Animals 
Cooperative Research Centre “. 

 

 

 

Wild Dog Alert is a national project with major finan-
cial and in kind support provided by the Australian 
and NSW Governments, DPI, UNE, Meat and Live-
stock Australia and Australian Wool Innovation. 

 

The research has also led to the manufacture of new 
camera trap technology to better fit research needs. 

 

Dr Meek has contributed to two major camera trap-
ping publications Camera trapping (http:/
www.publish.csiro.au/book/7150) published by 
CSIRO and international publication, Camera trapping 
for wildlife research  (http:/
www.pelagicpublishing.com/camera-trapping-for –
wildlife-research.html) 

 

The UNE medal and doctoral degree for his camera 
trapping research were presented to Dr Meek at a 
special ceremony in Armidale. 

 

For further information on projects happening within 

DPI   go to www.dpi.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

Camera Monitoring   

 Dr . Paul Meek (DPI)  

Camera trap research wins medal 

Interested in Citizen Science ?    There are many 

project locally and worldwide to get involved in via the 

Australian Citizen Association and Atlas of Living Aus-

tralia plus others.  See the following links should this 

interest you  

www.ala.org.au.citizen - science 

Www.csna.galaresources.com.au  
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North Coast  Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan   

 

The new North Coast Regional Strategic Weed 

Management Plan can be found at the following 

website  

www.northcoastweeds.org.au     and     http://northcoast.lls.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/weed-control/nsw 

                                                  

                          Tropical Soda Apple  

      An update on Parra Trooper  from  manufacturers….         

 

 

With Spring upon us, we thought you’d want to know what’s happening with Parra Trooper and the 

push to have the native fungus Nigrospora oryzae  exempted from regulation under the Agvet Code.      

The campaign continues for a change in legislation to allow this native fungus to be used for the control 

of Giant Parramatta Grass and Giant Rat’s Tail Grass.   Nigrospora  oryzae  is a widespread native soil 

fungus that naturally and often spontaneously induce a crown rot in these weed species.   As Botanist 

Jan Carson points out, “Nigrospora oryzae  will control Sporobolus  in terms of evolution anyway—it’s a 

native species.  This (Parra Trooper) gives us the opportunity to speed up the process a thousandfold 

and stem the invasion now facing almost everyone with pasture land”.   Should you wish any further 

information please call 0448 562 024. 
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PROJECTS which MACLEAY LANDCARE NETWORK are currently working on 

 

• Protecting & Connecting Coastal Habitat Corridors at Mt Yarrahapinni (Funded by Environmental 

Trust ) —beginnings of a 3 year project 

• Revisiting the Upper Macleay Vine Weeds of the Macleay River (Funded  by Environmental Trust — 

Target control and removal of Cats Claw Creeper, Madeira Vine, Lantana and Mother of Millions on 

Crown Lands and private holdings  

• Rehabilitating Significant Coastal Vegetation at Grassy Head (Funded by Environmental Trust) - a joint 

partnership with Grassy Head Dune Care and due for completion shortly  

• Y2K—Yarrahapinni to Kilkrankie  Wildlife Corridors (Funded by Environmental Trust) — joint project 

with Nambucca Landcare, now into 2nd year of a 6year project 

• Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife  (Funded by NPF)  - Filming of Weed Day field day event(s) 

project, to be uploaded on MLN website on completion 

• NRMA funding—Building Scraps from Soil with Kempsey High School (Worm farm project)  

• Targeted Engagement LLS funding— a) Creek protection and Habitat works in Mooneba on private   

                                                                                    landholdings  

                                                                               b) Protection of waterways / corridor and nest box construction  

                                                                                   at St Pauls College (Francis Farm Trade Skills)  

                                                                              c)  Creek protection, weed works and protection of native                 

                                                                                   grasslands for small birds 

               Plus 2nd round of  funding in process for Land Management Agreements on  other properties 

• Habitat for Fisheries Grants — several ongoing  projects  

•  Streamcare funding  for  Macleay Landcare Members ….Scoring of  Expression of Interest applications    

             in process 

• And many others….. 

 

Visit www.macleaylandcare.org.au for more detailed information. 
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            Black –necked Stork  (also known as the Jabiru)                           

In May 2017 within NSW total population 160.  Status in NSW: 

Endangered.  Pairs being  territorial covering 8000 to 12,000ha. 

In the last season on the wetlands closer to Grafton, northern 

NSW, five young from two separate nestings were observed 

wandering in search of food and learning  to fly and catch wind 

thermals, to gain height.  As with Brolgas, Black-necked Storks 

seem to require great effort to lift off the ground, but once     

airbourne they can attain great heights and travel great            

distances. 

Nests  are made  of sticks 5-

6 ‘ wide on top of tall 30m 

trees with flat tops.  Both 

males and females share        

responsibility of nesting. 
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Males are  

slightly larger 

than females  

but both  

maintain a  

crisp blue grey  

plumage with 

red  facial skin. 

 

 

The legendary 

dancing that 

Brolgas engage 

in is also part of 

the courtship 

ritual, but has 

also been ob-

served in birds 

socialising and 

teaching young 

birds to run, take 

off and fly.  

The nest of the 

Brolga is a  ground 

nest, a shallow 

mound of dry 

reeds or grasses at 

ground level, 

often with only 

one or two eggs.    

Ground nesting 

unfortunately 

leaves the birds 

and their young or 

eggs vulnerable to 

predation by fox-

es, dogs and other 

feral species.  

 

The trumpeting 

call from these 

birds reverberates 

long distances, 

uttered mostly 

during territorial 

activity and court-

ship rituals.       
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SNIPPETS 

DEER  are not yet  listed as Pest 

species … though there are 

some slight regulation changes 

in  specific areas—check 

www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/

biosecurity for updates 

   PEST  SPECIES  UPDATE 

Cane Toads:  As holiday season approaches and with increasing number 

of tourists visiting our area a timely reminder  to be  aware of “hitchhiker” 

cane toads.  About 10yrs ago there was a breeding population of toads in  

Port  Macquarie which were eradicated and since then a few individual        

vagrant specimens have made their way to the Macleay most likely accidently 

relocated via vehicles from Queensland.  Any cane toads found south of 

Brooms Head should be placed in a container and contact made to your local 

NPWS or LLS  office  1300 795 299 to alert them of the finding.   The alarming 

rate of the cane toads adaptability to southern conditions is of great concern, 

especially if breeding pairs get into our wetlands. 
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WELCOME TO SPRING 2017 and the new life emerging   

Black Swans       All Images: K. Davies (copyright) 

Chestnut teal male duck .Intermediate Adult Egret 
Black-winged Stilt 

Intermediate Egret chick Ardea intermedia  



 

 15 

MLN Committee 
Meetings 

Due to the AGM  02 Sept 

2017 - there may be a        

possibility committee 

meeting times may change.  

We will keep members up-

dated of future meeting 

times asap by way of email/ 

facebook and website Next 

Meeting date and time  TBA . 

Venue:  Macleay Landcare 

Office 19 Sea St,  Kempsey 

Showground 

A reminder that members 
are invited to the Macleay 
Landcare Network’s Com-
mittee Meetings.  

Come along to find out more 
about this network and how 
we are working with the 
community.   

This is the newsletter of the Macleay Landcare Network covering the Kempsey Shire and the Macleay Catchment                    

PO Box 3048, 19 Sea St  Kempsey Showground NSW 2440    Office Tel: 02 6562 2076  Mob:  0458 945 586     

Email: office.macleaylandcare@gmail.com   web: www.macleaylandcare.org.au 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/pages/Macleay-Landcare-Network/310156315856031 

This newsletter is produced by 
the Landcare Officers and support 
staff of the Macleay Landcare 
Network Inc. with assistance re-
ceived in funding from the North 
Coast Local Land Services and the 
NSW Environmental Trust. 

Whilst Macleay Landcare Net-
work Inc. makes every effort to 
publish accurate and up to date 
information, the MLN and its em-
ployees do not accept  
responsibility for inaccuracies and 
or opinions that may be ex-
pressed in this newsletter.  

Y2K project                   Spring Air  - Pacific Heron chick (K.Davies)                    Ibis  circling  (K.Davies) 

Welcome to the many new members  who have joined Macleay Landcare Network Inc.,  in the past 
year. 

MACLEAY LANDCARE– SUPPORTING NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT & SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE IN THE MACLEAY VALLEY 

Events Calendar  
Date and 

Time 
Location Event Theme 

Wed 06 
Sept 2017 
1.30pm till 
approx. 
5pm  

CWA Hall,   Cnr 
Verges Lane & 
John Street    
Kempsey    

North Coast Local Land Ser-
vices Vertebrate Pesticide 
Induction Training Course  

 For more  information call  
the LLS Kempsey office on 
0265 636700  or 0429 449 375   

Sept 2017    
Sept 2017 
 
Oct 2017     
Oct 20 

Boyters Land         
Pelican Island 

NSW                     
NSW  

Hasting s Birdwatchers  
events:  

Birdwatching   

Birdwatching  

Rufous Scrubbird Survey 

NSW Twitchathon   

Check Website for more up 
to date details:           
www.hastingsbirdwatchers
 .org.au    

   

   


