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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Macleay Landcare Network AGM 

Saturday 30th August, Page 1 

 Kempsey Tree & Produce Fair Sat-

urday 6th September  

 Kempsey Koalas at Crescent 

Head Public School - Wednesday 

10th September, Page 7   

 Macleay River Festival 20th Sep-

tember  

 

Macleay Landcare Network 

Annual General Meeting   

Saturday 30th August 6pm-7:30pm in the 

Kempsey RSL Club.  

Jeremy Bradley, Mid North Coast Microherders will present 

‘CARING FOR SOILS TO IMPROVE DROUGHT RECOVERY’ 

 

What’s on at the AGM: 

All members are encouraged to come along to our Annual 

General Meeting where we will vote in 2014-15 committee 

members. Seven committee members are required, and 

committee and staff meet every second month to discuss 

Landcare activities, future projects and ongoing improve-

ments to Landcare support in the region.  

Why get involved?    

As a network we can give voice to your thoughts about en-

vironmental and/or agricultural ideas or  issues and what 

you would like to see happen in the Macleay. Being part of 

the committee allows you to guide the direction of our 

Landcare work locally and can be very rewarding personal-

ly. The committee meets once every two months and is in 

email contact with the staff the rest of the time. It is im-

portant for new people to become involved in order to sup-

port those that have acted in these roles and to provide 

fresh perspective to our activities. We all have an interest in 

the land and with a strong network we can attract funding 

for great projects, events and training. Whilst funding for 

new projects is limited at the moment Landcare has lived 

through government re-structures before by adapting and 

searching for new opportunities. We encouraged you to 

read the 25 Years of Landcare Discussion Paper and the 

Pozible Crowdfunding article which outline some of the cur-

rent issues and potential solutions for Landcare.     
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New Website for Microherders 
For those of you who are thirsting for more 

information about soil micro-organisms after 

the Bob Shaffer workshop, and not on Face-

book, you’ll be pleased to know that Jeremy 

has set up a new website. A wealth of infor-

mation in the form of reports, studies, videos 

and web links are available in one place!! Go 

to http://mncmicroherders.org/ or go to the 

monthly meetings every third Tuesday at the 

Kempsey CWA Hall, John St. from 7-9pm. 

Good turn out for Shaffer Soils Workshop 

Macleay Landcare Network hosted International soils expert and consult-

ant, Bob Shaffer and our own home grown expert, Jeremy Bradley to 

speak about ‘Nutrients and the Role of Micro-organisms in building Soil’.  

Both Bob and Jeremy had the 84 strong crowd, many from  the Nam-

bucca, Macleay and Hastings Mid North Coast Microherders groups, en-

thralled with easily digestible facts and figures, personal anecdotes and 

observations about cover crops, soil ecology, micro-organisms, and 

composting.  

Those who attended the workshop also benefited from speaking directly 

with local businesses who were showcasing their biological farming prod-

ucts and services throughout the day. Thanks go to In Tune Earth Worm 

Farm (Hickeys Creek), Agrivision (Telegraph Point), Mid North Coast Irriga-

tion and Horticultural Supplies (Wauchope), and the North Coast Local 

Land Services for their efforts to attend. 

Bob emphasised that to grow healthy, nutritious plants and animals, you 

must have healthy SOILS. Quite obvious really! To maintain or build 

healthy soils you need to look at the system as a whole and consider the 

type, number and diversity of microorganisms in your soil as they can 

work with the roots of a plant to unlock nutrients from your soil without 

applications of chemical fertilisers. Bob emphasised the enormous bene-

fits of cover crops and minimal tillage practices, indicating that cover 

crops stop soil erosion, put carbon deeply into the soil profile, develop 

humus which then increases infiltration of rainwater and water storage 

capacity. 

Cover crops, or any plant for that matter attracts micro organisms that 

produce a ‘glue’ that binds and aggregates soil particles giving soil bet-

ter structure and improved infiltration.  Plant roots also attract microor-

ganisms that make nutrients available to plants when they need them 

whilst conventional agricultural practices often supply plants with a con-

centrated dose of nutrients when it’s convenient for us to apply them. 

Jeremy Bradley spoke about the growing local biological farming sector. 

He suggested that for those wanting to reinforce or build upon what they 

have learned at the Shaffer workshop, that they attend his monthly Mid 

North Coast Microherders meetings. To find out more or register for micro-

herders go to http://mncmicroherders.org or call Jeremy on 6585 6202.  

Websites recommended by Jeremy: http://www.aglime.com.au/  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/eSpadeWebApp/   

 

 

 Quotes of the Day 

‘ Use the plant to feed the soil’  

‘A 1% increase in humus can in-

crease soil water storage by 

60,000 litres’   

‘A single application of green 

amendment has shown increased 

biomass production of up to 50%’ 

THANKYOU! 

Macleay Landcare would like to say  

‘Thank you’  to Wendy Kaczan and others for 

helping to tidy up after this event 

http://mncmicroherders.org/
http://www.aglime.com.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/eSpadeWebApp/
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Wet Pasture Management Field 

Carol & Harry Rose in a paddock of lush Kikuyu on the Scott’s property. 

Those who attended this Belmore River Field Day on 

the 28th of May were treated to the expertise of 

both Carol and Harry Rose who are now based at 

the Department of Agriculture in Tocal. Together, 

the Roses were able to provide a wealth of infor-

mation about managing the suite of native and in-

troduced pasture species across the floodplain– 

from Kikuyu on the higher levee country through to 

Water Couch/ Buffalo on the low country. Thanks 

goes to Brad and Mary Scott for providing a great 

location. 

Here are a few interesting comments and notes tak-

en by Landcare Officer, Sharon Cunial during the 

course of the day as the group walked and dis-

cussed pasture management on the floodplain. 

Floodplain Grazing Infor-

mation  available at the 

Landcare Office:  

 Feed Quality of 

Coastal Wet Pastures 

 Establishing a Wet 

Pasture System 

 Water Couch 

 Blackwater 

Kikuyu is a successful introduced pasture species and grows well on the higher lev-

ee country.  Trials in Taree showed that kike has a long 6 month (or 9 month with fer-

tiliser) growing season, putting roots (ie carbon) deeply into the soil profile. Nutrition 

is in the five large green leaves and not the stem so keep it’s growth low for maxi-

mum feed quality. A water and soil borne fungus yellows Kike in summer but  a cold 

winter can kill this fungus. If yellowing persists, Carol recommends spelling the pad-

dock for 2 years or planting a crop of corn or brassicas for their fumigation qualities. 

Carol says that your cows will eventually come to love brassicas (and plantain) after 

initially avoiding it. 

Couch dominates and out competes kikuyu at lower elevations due to increased 

water table and concentrations of acid and salt in the soil profile.  Couch has poor 

feed quality (due to lots of stem and not much leaf area)  and cows avoid eating it. 

Fire weed should be treated with herbicide prior to budding and when the plant is 

small. Treat the weed when temperatures are lower than 20 Deg C  so as not to kill 

clover.  You will need to have in place a 3-4 year weed control plan for Fireweed as 

the seeds are viable for this timeframe. 

Water Couch/ Buffalo Grass is a paspalum not a couch! And cows love it! Higher 

ground water levels make this grass green and tasty and surprisingly most of the nu-

trition is in the stem. During the right conditions water couch can have the same 

protein and energy levels as Lucerne and Clover respectively- even without fertiliser 

applications. It can also grow fast like Lucerne. Water couch can cope with hard 

grazing as it has a mat structure of stems. This is one pasture species that you can 

opportunistically graze or bale with good returns.  Be careful that you don’t graze 

this pasture species when it’s under a shallow flood as the emerging flush of new 

green growth can poison your cattle (cyanide). Prolonged flooding can cause Wa-

ter Couch to be replaced with Club Rush or Spike Rush. However Water Couch that 

is dormant during winter can survive for up to 2 months under flood waters. If it is 

growing during a flood, it will die quickly, especially if the flood waters are muddy 

and it is shaded out. Shade from rushes also kills this species. 

Small Herbs and some grasses growing amongst the taller grasses are the HIGHEST 

quality feed in your wet pastures. Species such as Yellow or Dalrymple Pea and 

Swamp Rice Grass are nutritious but also grow in delicate habitats and shouldn’t be 

grazed heavily. This pasture and its important habitat for water birds will be main-

tained and protected by very long rest periods.  Wetland birds help to control Amy 

Worms and other pests for free. Grazing this part of your property lightly will protect 

their habitat and benefit your farm too. 

Take Home Messages  

‘As a rule of thumb, man-

age wetlands by grazing 

lightly as pugging, turbidi-

ty and prolonged grazing 

damages fragile soils and  

the ability of plants to re-

cover’ 

 

Never burn your low coun-

try. The peat soils can burn 

for days, weeks or months 

due to their high carbon 

content. You will not only 

lower your land, but dam-

age soils beyond their ca-

pacity to recover. 

 

ACTIVE DRAIN MANAGE-

MENT can assist pasture 

management and ad-

dress acid scalds on your 

farm whilst  improving 

habitat and water quality 

in your community. 
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25 YEARS OF LANDCARE,  

A DISCUSSION PAPER 

KEY POINTS 

 Australia's world leading land care program has been gutted by successive don’t care Australian        

governments; 

 Landcare has been in place for 25 years and has touched millions of Australians either through its work or 

direct involvement; 

 For every $100,000 dollars invested over $500,000 is returned in in kind ; 

 there has been a gradual stripping of resources; 

 Landcare structures have been dismantled by stealth to create an impression of ineffectiveness and fuel 

a hidden agenda; 

 Funding has been moved from Landcare to the Green Army, which does not undertake the same work 

with the same stakeholders as Landcare; 

 There has been no consultation with key stakeholders about the dismantling of Landcare, particular  

farmers; 

 The community has been misled about funding streams; and 

 Ultimately the land and the environment will suffer. 

A way forward that will help deliver certainty consistency and a more effective delivery model, the Australi-

an Government needs to as a matter of urgency: 

1. Instigate an Independent review of regional process looking at Governance, supporting frameworks, 

efficiency both financial and physical, with possible mergers and on ground measurable outcomes, 

2. Implement already developed consistent ways of collecting landscape condition assessments, and 

have a central repository for data collected 

3. Each region provide the Australian Government with a community endorsed list of local priorities, 

4. Abandon the Bob Hawke Landcare award and reinstate the long standing McKell Medal and, 

5. Immediately facilitate discussions with Landcare, Industry, and the environmental movement to map out 

a strategic pathway for the next 25 years 

Posted by Ian Sauer (Member Board of Directors at Epilepsy Tasmania) to: http://www.linkedin.com/ 

For full discussion paper visit: http://www.linkedin.com/today/post/article/20140630225136-169199424-25-

years-of-landcare-a-discussion-paper 
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 Tips for Successful Revegetation from Chris Halliday 

Chris Halliday has undertaken significant re-

vegetation work on his Gladstone property 

utilising the support of recent Macleay Land-

care Network projects.   

 

 Autumn is a good time to plant, don’t plant go-

ing into a dry period unless you’re willing to wa-

ter regularly. 

 Prior to planting, soak seedlings into a diluted 

mixture of Seasol to help ease the seedling out 

of its pot and to reduce transplant shock. 

 If using a Hamilton planter or Pottiputki, try and 

plant as deeply into the soil as possible, create 

a ‘well’ in the soil to help funnel water towards 

the seedling, ‘well’ your weed mat if you’re us-

ing one too. 

 Use the tree guard, stakes and weed mat com-

bination as this reduces losses due to wind and 

browsing. It’s cheap and creates a ‘cubby’ for 

your seedlings. Some people don’t like using 

tree guards, so it’s up to you and your particular 

site. 

 Before you pay for your bamboo stakes, open 

the bag and check the quality of the stakes- 

they must be strong through the whole length 

of the stake- do not buy weak stakes! 

 Watch seedlings and water as often as they 

need- this is very important 

 If using electric fence to protect seedlings, buy 

the best booster unit you can afford. Also a 

‘short’ identification hand held device is very 

useful. 

 Fibreglass posts are easy to use especially 

where the soil is soft- you can email Macleay 

Landcare for stockist details. 

 If you think your seedling has died because it 

looks dead- don’t despair as it might be still 

alive, keep watering it because it could re-

shoot. Leave it for 3 months before you replace 

these seedlings. (One trick is to snap it along 

the stem from the top down and test if the brit-

tleness changes to something more pliable- 

your plant may be still alive if it’s pliable down 

low). 

 Prepare the planting site by setting the mower 

blades or whipper snipping very low to the 

ground, placing the weed mat on top of the 

grass retards it’s growth (though it pokes 

through the holes). Site preparation is up to you 

and your situation. If you’re using herbicide be 

mindful that your bare patches don’t allow 

more aggressive weeds to establish. 

 Don’t kid yourself- to keep the plants alive you 

will need to water them and remove the grass-

es/ weeds around them regularly until they are 

well established and above the grass height. 

Allow yourself time to do this as it is critical. 

 

Maintenance is the key to successful reveg-

etation- planting is the easy part!  

 

Macleay Floodplain Rainforest Remnant  
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Koala Update: 

A second round of funding will commence in Sep-

tember for this project and we are keen to hear from 

you. To date, we have helped a number of landhold-

ers in the Beranghi area with weed control in Koala 

habitat and providing Koala Food Trees like Tallow-

wood (Eucalyptus microcorys), Forest Red Gum 

(Eucalyptus tereticornis), Swamp Mahogany 

(Eucalyptus robusta), Secondary/supplementary food 

tree species: Grey Gum (Eucalyptus propinqua), 

White Stringybark (Eucalyptus globoidea), Stringybark 

(Eucalyptus tindaliae). All these plants have been 

grown from locally collected seed.  

 

We are particularly keen to hear from anyone living in 

Arakoon and South West Rocks, who feel they may 

have Koalas or some of the above species on their 

place, however small. Alternatively, if you are in the 

Kempsey Shire and suspect you have Koala food 

trees or even live adjacent to bush that may have 

Koalas, we have funding to help you with protecting 

your trees, via fencing, weed control, advice or 

plants. This project is kindly funded through the NSW 

Government’s Environmental Trust Rehabilitation Pro-

gram and is the first Koala sponsored project in the 

Kempsey Shire. We are keen to make it a success. 

Even if you are not sure what you have, I am happy 

to visit your place and work out if you might be eligi-

ble for funding. This is a great opportunity with no 

strings attached other than maintaining any project 

works which is entirely voluntary. I will help you along 

the way and then check you have done the project 

and then leave you alone forever with your Koala 

habitat. Call me on 65622076 or 0458 945 586. 

 

Pozible Crowdfunding:  

I recently attended a Crowdfunding Seminar in Syd-

ney which is a new venture between Landcare and 

Pozible. Pozible is an internet site designed for raising 

funds for all kinds of projects. You may be familiar with 

the American Kickstarter website, well this is the Aus-

tralian version. Around 80 percent of its projects are 

Australian and the rest are from overseas. It is Land-

care’s attempt to branch out and away from tradi-

tional government funding and find new innovative 

ways to seek funding for projects. I urge you to visit 

their website link below so that you can get a feel for 

how it all works. (Natasha English) If you are interested 

to know more please email me:                                  

natasha.english@macleaylandcare.org.au 

 

In celebration of World Environment Day and the 25 

year anniversary of Landcare, Pozible and Landcare 

are thrilled to announce the launch of a new global 

crowdfunding partnership: The Landcare & Environ-

ment Collection. 

The Landcare & Environment Collection will be a 

space on both the Pozible and Landcare websites 

that will showcase and support the crowdfunding 

campaigns of environmental groups in Australia and 

around the world. 
 

25 Projects for the Launch 

25 projects (15 Australian, 10 international) will be se-

lected to feature in The Landcare & Environment Col-

lection at the launch during Landcare Week at the 

National Landcare Conference in September 2014. 

These 25 environmental crowdfunding campaigns will 

receive significant publicity and support. The 25 cho-

sen projects will feature in the Collection during Sep-

tember, before it becomes open to all environment 

projects in October 2014. 

 

See the Pozible website for details:   

www.pozible.com/landcare 

400 Trees Project, 

Successfully 

funded in 2012 

for Kinglake and 

Marysville district 

of Victoria. Help-

ing recovery 

from Black Satur-

day.  

 

http://www.pozible.com/landcare
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InTune at Hickeys Creek  

InTune Earth Worm Farm is an inspirational story 

demonstrating that following your passions and inter-

ests can lead to a successful and rewarding business. 

With backgrounds largely unrelated to farming but 

armed with a desire for a semi-self sufficient lifestyle 

and passion for growing food Roslyn Bryans and War-

ren McCully started a worm farm.  

After a year 

looking for the 

right place 

they decided 

on a Hickeys 

Creek proper-

ty with a mud 

brick house 

and lots of 

fruit trees. Af-

ter about 

three years of 

looking at var-

ious options 

for the prop-

erty we came 

across the 

worm farm 

idea via an 

add in The 

Land. “ It was 

something 

that excited 

us both and we could both agree on so we decided 

to go with it.”       

Once headed down the worm farm path everything 

happened quite quickly. Equipment and training was 

provided by Vermicrobe International and we also 

completed Nutritech Solution's Certificate in Sustaina-

ble Agriculture. “As you all know the learning is ongo-

ing and fascinating.” 

We tried hard to get some serious research going via 

the ‘carbon building’ grants with backing from 

Kempsey Shire Council and Macleay Landcare Net-

work. However were unsuccessful. The money, time 

and energy required to do the research scientifically 

has meant we have put off experimentally treating 

our own land. A few local farmers have sprayed there 

paddocks with worm juice with great results. One ex-

periment involved treating a strip of land in a pad-

dock with the result being, “The cattle almost busted 

their necks running to that strip to graze”. “They have 

a 'knowing' that they get the minerals and trace ele-

ments they need with this grass, probably tastier too.”  

 

We are not scientists but we don’t need convincing in 

any way, there is already plenty of evidence out there 

supporting the benefits of worms and their products. 

What we have observed is that spreading castings at-

tracts local worms and when we get about 25 worms 

in a shovel load we know the land is in biological bal-

ance.  

We love the lifestyle and apart from having to work to 

hard sometimes the farm has been a very rewarding 

experience. The worm farm has connected us to a 

community of wonderful people who care about their 

environment and the health of the community and 

contribute in all sorts of interesting ways. 

We are not young anymore and without enough finan-

cial return to employ helpers it has been hard yakka at 

times. “It is not something you take on with the aim of 

getting rich but it has integrity and does so much good 

in the world that that provides a different kind of rich-

ness”.  

Transporting the worms all over the country has pre-

sented some challenges however we live and learn 

and lately they have been arriving safely. 

If we had our time over we would start 20 years earlier 

and make sure we had a good market establishment 

first up. We would also apply more worm products to 

our own land from the beginning regardless of whether 

we could secure a grant.      

“In the future I would love to see our place used as a 

training facility for many aspects of horticulture or sus-

tainable agriculture”. 

Macleay Valley residents get free delivery and person-

al service from us. We sell worm farm kits and help you 

set it up and tell you what you need to know. We also 

sell worms, castings and concentrated worm juice. 

Please refer to our website for amounts, prices and in-

formation. Website: www.intuneearth.com.au 

Email: intune@nomadnet.com.au  Ph: 65671360  

http://www.intuneearth.com.au/
mailto:intune@nomadnet.com.au
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Grassy Head is under the microscope at the moment. The NSW Environmental Trust funded project 'Restoring 

Grassy Head Dunes and Rainforest' is currently supporting a number of key activities to help protect the delicate 

vegetation in and around this iconic headland. The grant pays two professional bush regenerators to scour the 

area for weeds that are invading the Coastal Headland Themeda Grasslands and the Littoral Rainforest vegeta-

tion types, both identified by the NSW State Government as Endangered Ecological Communities or EECs. The 

grant also aids the local Grassy Head Dunecare group in running bi-monthly working bees with volunteers guided 

by the technical expertise of a professional bush regenerator. It also assists a local Community Mental Health 

group to come and work in the nursery and weed. There is a lot going on in this small community but it is no won-

der that the Grassy Head Dunecare Group has been nominated for the National Landcare (Coastal division) 

Award- to be announced in September as part of the 25 years of Landcare Anniversary Conference.   

Glenn Burgess, pictured left, from Total Earth Care is 

one of the bush regenerators working diligently on 

the Grassy Head headland. Glenn's patience is pay-

ing off in areas where he has painstakingly treated 

broad leaf paspalum growing amongst bladey grass 

and Themeda australis, better known as Kangaroo 

Grass. This delicate vegetation community requires 

care and a light touch. Through years of experience 

Glenn recommends that where weeds are growing 

amongst native plants, that selective weed treat-

ment methods are used. He prefers the cut and 

paint method as it's specific, there is not accidental 

native plant deaths and there are no residual chemi-

cals in the soil that would prevent native germination 

and kill off important soil microbes'.    

Monitoring of the Grassy Head project reveals the critical 

importance of follow up weed control as there is a flush of 

weed growth after the initial treatment. The project fund-

ing supports the bush regenerators to carry out follow up 

work in the treated areas however it is hoped that in the 

long term the native vegetation and the efforts of the 

Dunecare volunteers will result in headland and rainforest 

vegetation that is resilient enough to look after itself.  

Combined Efforts at Grassy Head   

When controlling invasive plants threatens 

endangered species recovery    
David Low / WeedsNews4898 / June 1, 2014  

[UCDavis 29 May 2014] — Efforts to eradicate invasive species increasingly occur side by side with programs fo-

cused on recovery of endangered ones. But what should resource managers do when the eradication of an in-

vasive species threatens an endangered species? In a new study published May 30 in the journal Science, re-

searchers at the University of California, Davis, examine that conundrum now taking place in the San Francisco 

Bay. The California clapper rail — a bird found only in the bay — has come to depend on an invasive salt marsh 

cordgrass, hybrid Spartina, for nesting habitat. Its native habitat has slowly vanished over the decades, largely 

due to urban development and invasion by Spartina. Their results showed that, rather than moving as fast as pos-

sible with eradication and restoration, the best approach is to slow down the eradication of the invasive species 

until restoration or natural recovery of the system provides appropriate habitat for the endangered species.“Just 

thinking from a single-species standpoint doesn’t work,” said co-author and UC Davis environmental science 

and policy professor Alan Hastings. “The whole management system needs to take longer, and you need to 

have much more flexibility in the timing of budgetary expenditures over a longer time frame.”    

Do we have another photo of Grassy Head to put here?  

http://weedsnetwork.com/traction/permalink/WeedsNews4898
http://weedsnetwork.com/traction/permalink/WeedsNews4898
http://weedsnetwork.com/traction/permalink/WeedsNews4898


Edition 44 WINTER 2014 page 10 

Macleay Landcare Network News: Issue 44 WINTER 2014 

Autumn/Winter Dung Beetle Activity  

Bruce Raeburn recently sourced two species of dung bee-

tles to trial on his property. Bubas bison, autumn - winter 

active beetles were sourced from South Australia whilst 

Geotrupes spiniger a spring to early winter dominant 

species was sourced from Tasmania.     

A full colony of Bubas bison were released in Autumn. 

“The bison are a Mediterranean beetle so we will have to 

be careful with waterlogging in summer if we get a partic-

ularly wet period.” “Having said that they still require 

some moisture and the dry conditions of the last few 

months may have made it difficult for the bison to bur-

row into the soil.” Bruce said he hasn’t cared for the bi-

son as much as he should have under the dry conditions 

but hopes they will survive and become established.  

Bruce had only a quarter of a colony of Geotrupes spi-

niger however with regular watering and feeding in a 

small area they have done well! Activity of the spiniger 

appeared to slow in June, as would be expected with the 

cold temperatures.   

Bruce is keen to trial other species of dung beetles which 

will help control buffalo fly outbreaks that predominantly 

occur in autumn in our area. Bruce suggests “it will be a 

train wreck trying to control Buffalo fly with chemicals as 

it is bound to result in chemical residues restricting our 

trade opportunities in the future”. By having a number of 

dung beetle species each with different periods of high 

activity the amount of dung on the surface at any one 

time is reduced and hence habitat for buffalo fly to breed 

in is also reduced.                

Like to learn more about Dung Beetles? 

 

There are a number of valuable resources available in our 

office or online.   

 

 Dung Beetle Dictionary, 2nd Edition, Landcare 

Australia. Available from the Macleay Landcare 

Network office 

at $15 per copy.  

 

Dung Down 

Under by Ber-

nard Doube & 

Tim Marshall. 

Also available 

from our office, 

$35 per copy. 

This book de-

tails how dung 

beetles improve 

Australian soils 

and the associ-

ated economic 

benefits. The 

role dung bee-

tles play in soil 

carbon storage, 

biological con-

trol of pests and most importantly how to establish, man-

age and monitor dung beetles on your property are also 

covered in Dung Down Under. 

The Landcare Australia app (address below) provides a 

digital overview of the dung beetles found in Australia:  

http://apps.landcareaustralia.com.au/dungbeetle/DungB

eetle_Dict.aspx 

Figure 2 - Earthworm and dung beetle tunnelling – 

Source: Soil Types and Structures Module, DEPI Victoria  

Remember some 

beetles are on 

top of things bet-

ter than others in 

certain areas.  
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Having trouble with Feral Animals?  

Feral animals are an ongoing battle for many landholders. 

Whether your priorities lie in agricultural production, wildlife 

conservation or a mixture of both feral animals are likely to 

be having a negative impact. Macleay Landcare Net-

work (MLN) now holds a feral animal control kit which con-

tains all you need to trap vertebrate pest animals on your 

property. The kit has been provided by a North Coast Lo-

cal Land Services Grant via the Land for Wildlife program. 

The whole kit or components of the kit are available to be 

borrowed from MLN for up to 30 days at a time. We have 

a loan protocol which outlines the responsibilities you 

need to be aware of when borrowing the kit. Included 

with the kit is an information pack which outlines monitor-

ing and trapping techniques for feral pigs, foxes, wild dogs 

and feral cats. Keep in mind conducting a  successful feral 

animal trapping program requires skill and patience. If you 

missed the Land For Wildlife, Feral Animal Control Work-

shop with Bernard Whitehead and feel some practical 

demonstration would be useful, this can be arranged. 

If you have a feral animal problem we suggest you begin 

monitoring habits and behaviours immediately as this 

knowledge is vital when planning your trapping program. 

It is also valuable to work in with neighbours, if you can get 

a small group together to share costs we could arrange a 

short training workshop with an experienced professional. 

Well planned trapping programs often have success with-

in the first few days of traps being laid so we encourage 

you to do some planning before you borrow the kit. 

For all enquiries contact the MLN office.    

Soft Jawed Foot Traps 

Cage Trap, ideal for feral cats and foxes  

 

The Invasive Animals CRC is running an-

other Feral Photos competition. Entries 

close 30th September. They are “looking 

for the best images of Australia’s pest ani-

mals and the impacts they have on biodi-

versity and agriculture”.  

Visit the website for entry details: 

http://www.invasiveanimals.com/feral-

photos/ 

Feralscan is an online data-

base which allows any 

member of the public to 

contribute valuable infor-

mation to help map the 

growing feral animal issues throughout Australia. At Mac-

leay Landcare Network we have been receiving numer-

ous Indian Myna sighting reports over the last few months 

and are looking into strategies to rejuvenate our Myna 

control efforts. There have been no Myna sightings rec-

orded on Feralscan in the Macleay for 2014. We encour-

age you to update sightings on feralscan as this provides 

a useful resource for Landcare and other organisations 

when plan-

ning con-

trol pro-

grams or 

projects.       
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Welcome to the following new members: Shane Oneill, 

Christopher Anderson, Carmel  Woods, Russell Yerbury, 

Terry Butterfield, Gail English, Paul Sanger, George  Walk-

er, Peter Minko, Sharon Hoffer, David Baldwin, Rhonda 

Minko and Graham Legge.   

This newsletter is produced by the Landcare Officers 

and support staff of the Macleay Landcare Network 

Inc.  

Whilst Macleay Landcare Network Inc. makes every 

effort to publish accurate and up to date infor-

mation, the MLN and its employees do not accept  

responsibility for inaccuracies and or opinions that 

may be expressed in this newsletter.  

Don ’ t forget to view the Newsletter in FULL colour online at www.macleaylandcare.org.au 

MLN Committee Meetings 

Meetings are now BI-MONTHLY on the 

last Wednesday of the month.  

Next Meeting brought forward to 17th Septem-

ber due to school holidays: Starting at 6pm,  

Macleay Landcare Network,  

19 Sea St,  Kempsey Showground 

A reminder that members are invited to the  

Macleay Landcare Network’s Committee  

Meetings. Come along to find out more about this  

network and how we are working with the community.  

RSVP 6562 2076. 

  


