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Media Release 
What is old is new again! 
Kempsey Shire Council has implemented a new waste collection service that starts this week. The 
fortnightly pickup of the red bin has been criticised by some residents but it is designed to encourage 
people to sort their recyclables into the yellow bin and dispose of organics into the green bin, which is also 
recycled. 

Macleay Landcare Network encourages Macleay residents to take the opportunity to reduce our impact on 
the environment by recycling everything possible by placing allowable items into the yellow bin. 

Chris Halliday from Macleay Landcare said he recently went past the Sydney tip site. “The stench and size 
of the rubbish mound was disgusting. The Crescent Head Road disposal site is also growing and reducing 
waste at each household and business will ensure the longevity of the site and minimise our ongoing impact 
on the environment.” 

Macleay Landcare Network encourages residents to also dispose of all green waste in the green bin. Garden 
plants can escape into native bushlands if disposed of “over the fence” or “out the back lane” and then 
become major weed species and so binning them is important. Weekly collection of the green bin will help 
with this. 

Businesses are also encouraged to get behind recycling efforts. Recent incidents in the Macleay and 
Hastings area saw one business forced to donate a sizable amount of money to local Landcare branches by 
the courts. Mr Halliday said, “this is a timely reminder for all local business to do the right thing when 
disposing of rubbish and waste.” 

Many items that can’t be recycled in the yellow bin can be bought to Waster Transfer Stations, the Mobile 
Van or the Waste Management facility on Crescent Head Road and recycled. This includes such things as 
batteries, polystyrene, printer cartridges, gas bottles, fluorescent light, oil, chemical drums, mobile phones, 
other e-waste, soft plastics, etc. 

Many people are unaware that soft plastics (anything that can crumple in your hand including cling wrap) 
can be recycled by taking them to the Crescent Waste Management facility or dropping them off to Ezy 
Waste in South Street, South Kempsey. Ezy Waste offer a free pick up service for soft plastics for  businesses 
via a wool sack that is provided free of charge. Mr Halliday is very optimistic that the amount of red bin 
waste can be cut down significantly with soft plastic recycling – it just takes a little effort. Ezy waste also 
take hard plastics 1 to 7 and other recyclables for free. This gives people another drop-off option without 
having to travel to Crescent Head Road. 

Roadside litter is another growing problem. Mr Halliday suggests “that it is not difficult to take your rubbish 
home and recycle or bin it instead of throwing it out. Litter is unsightly and can be washed into creeks, 
rivers and ultimately into the Pacific. Anyone spotting litter from vehicles can now report this and fines 
may result. 

All in all, the new waste collection services in the Macleay presents an opportunity for all to do the right 
thing. Every individual has an impact on the environment and it doesn’t take a lot of effort to minimise that 
impact. 
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